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EDITORIAL 


Conservatives In U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Church Unhappy Over Federal 
Council Appointment 


“Conservatives in the Presbyterian Church will 
not be very happy over the action of Mr. Charles 
P. Taft in appointing as a member of the Federal 
Council’s Department on the Church and Economic 
Life, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. Bishop Oxnam, 
former President of the Federal Council, is per- 
haps the most prominent of Russia’s ‘fellow travel- 
lers’ in the United States. He is closely associated 
with several organizations which are known as 
Communist fronts. His position on economic mat: 
ters seems to be that of extreme socialism. Many 
Presbyterians are not comfortable in their minds 
about the Federal Council; and such an appoint- 
ment does not lessen their discomfort.” 

The Presbyterian, 
January 17, 1948. 


Incidentals Versus 
The Imperatives 


To continually harp on an idea can become very 
tiresome. If that idea is vital, such continued 
repetition is necessary, regardless of how some may 
resent the emphasis. 


The opinions of some to the contrary, the primary 
emphasis of the Gospel is redemption of the sinner 
from his sins. To make this so clear that it cannot 
fail to be understood the Bible again and again 
reiterates that this act of redemption is a super- 
natural one, a gift of God’s mercy and grace 
extended to those who will accept the atoning 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


To make this even clearer, it is also expressly 
stated that redemption cannot be earned, nor can 
it be merited by anything that we can ever do. We 
either receive this offer of God’s love, or we 
reject it. 


With this preliminary statement; one which con- 
forms to the Scriptures, to the Standards of our 
Church and to the accepted faith of historic Chris- 


tianity, we would pass on to the question of empha. 
sis in preaching and teaching. 


It is our observation that many who claim to 
believe these imperatives of the Christian faith 
have so changed the emphasis of their presentation 
of Christianity as to make many, particularly young 
people, look on Christianity as primarily a religion 
of deeds, not faith. Social consciousness is empha- 
sized until, in the minds of many, social conscious 
ness is the imperative of Christianity, rather than 
an incidental corollary. 


Some time ago we read the review of a book 
which went into considerable detail regarding the 
Youth For Christ movement which God is so signal- 
ly using for the winning of youth to Christ, parti- 
cularly in the North and West and abroad. That 
tens of thousands of young people have been won 
to Christ and are making the impetus of their 
Christian lives felt in the churches of their choice, 
and in their communities, is a fact beyond question 
or debate. But, this book reviewer ended in this 
way, “We feel that this movement lacks in social 
consciousness.” 


Such an attitude would be dismissed as purile 
but for the fact that it is all too general. In too 
many Colleges and Seminaries and Young People’s 
organizations the incidentals of Christianity are 
being confused with the imperatives. 


Too many young people have their loyalties and 
their enthusiasms channeled into the tragic social 
needs of our day before they themselves have beet 
brought face to face with their own sinful hearts 
and their personal need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ. Because of this we see attempts at 
building a structure before the foundation is laid. 
We see a desire for fruit without the roots and 
trees on which fruit must grow. 


Not for one minute would we discourage the 
enthusing of young people for social and civic 
righteousness. Our insistent demand however } 
that before social consciousness there must come 
first soul consciousness — a clear understanding © 
the eternally lost condition of all people out ° 
Christ, and that that emphasis is imperative. 


A popular preacher and speaker recently said, 
“The greatest issue facing our Church is the race 
issue.” Here we find an incidental described a8 
imperative, 
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In the sincere judgment of this writer, the 
atest issue facing our Church and every Church 
gd individual is emphasis, reemphasis and treble 
mphasis on the imperative doctrines of Chris- 
jgnity, from which source alone eminate all social 
jtitudes that God can use and bless to make 
Christianity a vital force in the world. 


Not long ago we talked with some young people 
yhose entire training had been in institutions of 
wr Church. They were cultured, delightfully en- 
iusiastic and honestly willing and anxious to serve 
the Lord. We found them with very clear and 
jefinite opinions with reference to a number of 
gal, racial and economic problems. But, we 
garched in vain for a like clarity of knowledge and 
inion on some of the verities of the Christian 
fith. Here we found a wide latitude with reference 
to faith in the Bible and Christian doctrine. 


Who is to blame? Without hesitation we say that 
these young people were the victims of training 
which was defective at its very foundation. 


It is not asking too much when we insist that all 
who assume the role of teacher and leader shall 
rightfully distinguish between the imperatives and 
the corollaries of Christianity, placing such im- 
pratives first. Then, and only then shall the effects 
of Christian living be seen in fruits for time and 
for eternity. —L. N. B. 


Ambition—For Our 
Children 


Our conception of the importance of Christianity 
a reflected in our ambitions for our 
children. 


Parents vary in their sense of responsibility for 
their children’s physical welfare but all who are 
intelligent take great care to see that they are 
properly innoculated against diseases, that they 
receive proper diet, that they have educational 
opportunities. 


Social recognition and advantage ranks high with 
most parents and of course has its rightful place. 


But, the one sure evidence of a parent’s basic 
love for their children is reflected in their concern 
for their spiritual welfare. 


This concern must reflect itself in teaching, in 
ative and positive provision for spiritual instruc- 
tion, and in example. e 


We know parents who are sufficiently concerned 
to send their children to Sunday School when it is 
convenient, but who themselves rarely enter the 
doors of the Church, and who in the example of 
their personal lives show their children that 
Christianity means little to them. We once saw 
asign on a large bill board which said, “Do not 
vend your children to Sunday School—bring them.” 


There has never been a generation where there 
was more to distract and more to entice away from 
Niritual things than the one in which we are 
lving. At the same time there has never been a 
time when spiritual opportunities and privileges 
Were greater. 


We Christian parents need to examine our own 
faith and then to pray earnestly for a living faith, 
something so vital and all-important that not only 
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do we seek it for our children by prayer and ex- 
ample, but also that our children shall see that we 
= this above everything else in our ambitions for 
them. 


Too often we see the children of devout Chris- 
tians with only a casual interest in spiritual things. 
At times this secondary interest in eternal values 
certainly stems from parents whose ambitions for 
their children have been primarily material. 


Surely Christian parents should be ambitions 
for their children but only those show true wisdom 
who, for themselves and for those whom God has 
given them, seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. 


As we have quoted before: “God has no grand- 
children.” —L.N.B. 


Paganism At The 
Death Bed 


Our age is supposed to be realistic. We boast of 
facing the facts. In this brave posture some of our 
novelists portray the stark details of filthiness and 
a professor in Indiana publishes the self-disclosed 
indecencies of thousands of men. 


There is one place, however, where the world 
cringes. That is the place of death. The attitude 
seems to be that it is wrong to tell a hopelessly 
sick person that he is going to die. 


Even Christians are affected by this pagan fear 
of any mention of death. They deceive their loved 
ones. They muzzle the pastor who would administer 
words of preparation and cheer. Possibly sinners 
who might otherwise be helpfully dealt with are 
kept in ignorance of their condition and then in 
the last stages of pain drugged to hell. 


Every pastor, however, has some experiences 
where pagan restraints are lifted. One comes to 
our mind. The patient was dying of inoperable 
cancer. His son, a doctor, had courageously told 
him the truth. The patient had not always been a 
diligent Christian, but the final illness had brought 
him back to a place of sweet trust and obedience. 


The pastor sat by the bedside one spring after- 
noon. The setting sun was shining through the 
chinks of the venetian blind. A flower-scented 
breeze drifted gently through the open window. 
Easily and naturally the conversation turned to- 
ward the joys of heaven. Passage after passage of 
Scripture was mentioned. There was no apology 
for the beautiful pictures portrayed in Chapters 
21 and 22 of Revelation. 


The patient lay spellbound. Heaven touched 
earth in that sickroom. After a long silence there 
was prayer. The visit was over. Later the patient 
said to a relative: “My pain was entirely gone.” 


Our Saviour spoke often of His death. Some of 
His most precious words and deeds (See John 138 
to 17) were an expression of contemplated death. 
Paul wrote of his death. In former centuries im- 
portant and doubtless soul-saving transactions took 
place on the deathbed. Let us not despise even 
these. Our Lord received the dying penitent thief 
into Paradise. 


We need to be consistently Christian in this 
matter. —C.N.W. 
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Strong Or Weak? 


We had a very interesting conversation some 
time ago with one of the Stewards of the Methodist 
Church—one of the best men in that church, and 
in our community. In the course of our talk to- 
gether he said that his preacher was boasting one 
day of the Methodists being 8,000,000 strong. He 
said that while he was talking he could not help 
but feel like asking, “Are we 8,000,000 strong, or 
8,000,000 weak’? 


Strength does not consist in numbers; it consists 
in Faith, and in the Power of the Spirit; “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit saith the 
Lord.” Gideon was 30,000 weak, until, at God’s 
command, he reduced his army to 300 strong. We 
are afraid that many today are fascinated by this 
idea of “bigness.” 
















Will we be 2,000,000 strong, or 2,000,000 weak, 
if we unite with the Northern Presbyterian Church? 
We cannot boast of our faith; we all know that we 
need to pray constantly, “Lord, increase our faith,” 
but we do hope that the Unitarian leaven of un- 
belief has not permeated very deeply into our 
beloved Church. We have the highest regard for 
the many splendid, godly, men of faith and power, 
in our sister denomination. But is not this spirit 
of unbelief very pronounced, especially among 
many of their leaders? Does not this explain why 
their Home Mission work is languishing, according 
to their own reports, and the increase in member- 
ship is so small? 













Will our church be stronger or weaker by uniting 





God has said: “As the Heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, 
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isa. 55:9). 
In spite of this statement, many controversies 
among Christian people are waged around human 
and worldly aspects of the matters involved with 
too little study of God’s thoughts in the premises, 
or too little attempt to honor those thoughts. Let 
us remember our God is “a great King” and His 
“Name is terrible.” (Mal. 1:14). And “God hath 
Bess). to help and to cast down.” (II Chron. 










One of such controversies is whether or not 
Christian people should be affiliated with the Fed- 
eral Council. So much fuss and furor have been 
raised about the human and worldly bearings of 
the question that these seem to occupy the field of 
discussion almost to the exclusion of what ought 
to be our first inquiry: “How does God view this? 
Does it fit in with His program?” 










If God approves, if a proposed plan harmonizes 
with His plans, if it will contribute to the glory of 
Him Whom the Father delights to honor—His only 
begotten Son—then we can go forward in full as- 
surance that He is leading, and that He will take 
care of the results. 
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with this church? Will the work of the Kingdon, 
be done better or worse? —J.K.P, 





For Those In 
Authority 


“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica. 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of th 
be made for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” [ Tin, 
2:1-2. 


In a time when national leadership is character. 
ized only too often by uncertainty and indecision 
on the one hand and political expediency on the 
other, are not we Christians partially to blame? 


Praying for those in authority is more than the 
privilege of the Christian, it is his duty. Surely we 
have failed in this matter again and again. 


Let us begin today to pray for those who in such 
large measure control the national life. As we see 
things drifting we are tempted to become cynical 
or unduly pessimistic. A Christian should be nei- 
ther of these. One of the best antidotes we could 
suggest would be for all Christians to make a daily 
habit of praying for our elected representatives. 
By so doing we can wield untold influence on the 
life of the nation from its executive head, down to 
the least important local appointee. 


To do less is to fail in a Christian duty. 
—L.N.B. 













But how can we expect the Father to be pleased 
with and to support any plan if, as organized and 
operated, it involves a degradation of God’s only 
begotten Son from His rightful and assigned place 
of “pre-eminence” (Col. 1:18) to the status of a 
mere man? Moreover, this actually lowers the Son 
of God in Whom “the whole fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell’? (Col. 1:19, A.S.V. Margin), to 
the unholy estate of a man of illegitimate birth! 


Surely we do not need another visit of Gabriel 
to tell us that God the Father is not pleased with 
an organization that, by its leaders and spokesmen, 
makes of the Son of God an inglorious bastard 
(“not the son of his reputed father.) But it is 
said that the leaders and spokesmen of the Federal 
Council never call the Lord Jesus Christ a bastard. 
If I said George Washington or Woodrow Wilson 
(or you) is (or are) not the son of his (or your) 
reputed father, would I have to say “bastard” for 
you and others to know what I was talking about? 
Do you think God wonders what those leaders and 
spokesmen meant when Dr. H. E. Fosdick labelled 
one of his sermons, “The Sin Of Worshipping 
Jesus?” and Dr. H. S. Coffin called the virgin birth 
an “unholy exaggeration?” 


God, “Whose Name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” 
(Ex. 34:14). He honors His Son. As has been sai 
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He cannot be pleased to have that Son set aside 
and defamed, nor can He be pleased with a Church 
that aligns itself with those who deny His Son. In 
II John 9, we read: ““Whosoever ... abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.” And in I 
John 2:23: ‘Whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father.” 


God’s Word about such as “are not of us” (I 
John 2:19) is stern, austere, unsparing: “Who is a 
liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is antichrist.”” (I John 2:22). “Every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God; and this is that spirit of anti- 
christ.” (I John 4:3). “Many deceivers are entered 
into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an anti- 
christ.” (II John 7). 


God hasn’t changed. His Word hasn’t changed. 
His delight in His Son hasn’t changed. His love of 
His Son hasn’t changed. His wrath against the 
blasphemers and crucifiers of His Son hasn’t 
changed—witness the terrible judgment on the 
Jews when Jerusalem was destroyed, and the re- 
jection of God’s Chosen People for nearly 2,000 
years. 


The statements quoted from Fosdick and 
Coffin—just samples—are nothing short of blas- 
phemy of the Son of God. It is amazing that Satan 
has been able in a few years so to accustom God’s 
people to such expressions that the rank insult to 
God the Father and to God the Son is ignored. If 
we had not grown accustomed to such blasphemy, 
every child of God would be outraged by it. 


Do you know any parent who would be in- 
different if a loved son was set aside and de- 
famed—even his legitimacy denied? Since the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church is identified with an or- 
ganization that maintains in places of prominence 
men that deny the Godship, the deity, the legiti- 
macy of the Son of God, do we not see how these 
blasphemous denials of the Son must, because of 
our affiliation with that organization, separate us 
from the favor of the Father? 


Our Church cannot afford any course that sep- 
arates it from the Father’s favor. Rom. 8:31 (“If 
God be for us, who can be against us?’’) is still 
true. Is it not also true that if God is not for us, 
we are at the mercy of every opposing agency that 
is stronger than we? And have we not known de- 
feat many times (when depending upon ourselves) 
because Satan is stronger and smarter than we? 
Dr. Charles L. King has said: “Our civilization can- 
not continue without God.” We all know that is 
true. How much less can we expect our Church to 
continue without God? We cannot have God and 
His blessing as long as we tolerate a leadership 
that denies the fact of the Blood Atonement. 


The Father’s covenant with the Son involved all 
the humiliation and agony of Calvary, including 
the anguish of crucifixion and of the penalty of 
the sins of His people and the consequent separ- 
ation from the Father. (“My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?” Matt. 27:46). He Who 
devised the plan because of His love to us sinners 
(John 3:16), loves His Son Who executed the plan. 
(John 10:17). He has “highly exalted” Him, and 
will magnify His Name yet more. (Phil. 2:9-11). 


In view of these facts, can we believe that the 
Father will ignore the infamous, ignominious defa- 
mation and degradation of His Son by the leaders 





and spokesmen of the Federal Council? That He 
will accept and use this organization in the exten- 
sion and completion of His Son’s Kingdom, as a 
part of His means to glorify and satisfy His Son 
tor His travail of soul? (Isa. 53:11). Does not the 
asking of these questions show the absurdity of 
such a thought? Has God lost His omnipotence? 
Must He use the Federal Council in spite of its 
abominable degrading of His dear Son, or else His 
eternal plan fails? Do you think so? 


When Amaziah hired 100,000 troops from the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel (II Chron. 25:6), God 
sent a messenger to tell him that God was not 
“with Israel,’”’ and that if Amaziah persisted in re- 
taining them, God would make him “fall before 
the enemy.” (II Chron. 25:7,8). God did not say 
that those troops were inefficient; on the contrary, 
He calls them “mighty men of valor.” (II Chron. 
26:6). He told Amaziah to choose between God and 
those troops; he could not have both. 


It may be thought that in some matters, the Fed- 
eral Council is needed—that without co-operation, 
failure is sure to follow. The same might have been 
thought about Judah if alone. But God gave Ama- 
ziah the victory. 


However, immediate victory is not always God’s 
plan. He let His Ark be captured by the Philistines, 
but He glorified Himself as He took care of the 
Ark and had it returned in His own time. God let 
Lazarus die and be buried, but He glorified Himself 
in raising Lazarus from the dead. God let His Son 
be crucified and all His followers believed every- 
thing was lost, but the “ten thousand times ten 
thousand and thousands of tnousands” of Rev. 5:11 
will acclaim the marvellous wisdom and goodness 
and victory of God’s plan. God allowed Joshua to 
be defeated at Ai because of sin (even though it 
was not of the whole nation but only of one fam- 
ily), but He gave victory after the sin was un- 
covered and dealt with. Is not an insult to the 
honor and majesty of the Son of God a more 
grievous sin than that of Achan? Are we so foolish 
as to expect God to overlook it? 


The theory of co-operation is attractive. “Be- 
hold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 133:1). So for 
Judah and Israel to combine together seemed to 
show a fine spirit. But God would not join the 
coalition, and Amaziah was wise enough to choose 
God rather than Israel. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church must choose. It is either—or—. Shall it be 
God or the Federal Council? Can we reasonably 
expect God to give us the power of the Holy Spirit 
(Zech. 4:6) if we continue to offend Him by our 
alliance with (and thereby partaking of the sins 
of) the Federal Council that by its leaders and 
spokesmen continues to insult and provoke Him? 
“The eyes of Jehovah run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show Himself strong in behalf 
of them whose heart is perfect towards Him.” (II 
Chron. 16:9). 


God gave Amaziah his choice. Is not God await- 
ing our Church’s choice today? As in the case of 
those hired troops, it is not a question of the effi- 
ciency or the inefficiency of the Federal Council. 
Rather, should we not ask: Is God “with” the Fed- 
eral Council? “According to the Scriptures,’ He is 
not “with” the Federal Council, and He forbids 
any fellowship by His people with those who “abide 
not in the doctrine of Christ’ (II John 9), saying: 
“Receive him not into your house, and give him no 
greeting; for he that giveth him greeting, par- 
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taketh in his evil works.” (II John 10,11). 


Which shall it be, my brethren? Your decision 
may help decide whether the Southern Presbyterian 
Church shall return to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with entire reliance upon Him, or con- 
tinue an affiliation which cannot be pleasing to Him 
and must result in terrible defeat. “‘Shouldest thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
Lord? Therefore is wrath upon thee from before 
the Lord.” (II Chron. 19:2). Shall we not hear 
God’s call? “Come out from among them, and be 
ye separate ... and I ... will be a Father unto 
you.” (II Cor. 6:17,18). “Come out of her, My 


—— 


people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 18:4) 


Let’s keep step with God! For the sake of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church—Oh, no! For the 
sake of the Head of the Church Who loved it and 
gave Himself for it, let us keep step with God! 
Infinite disaster is certain if we do not. 


The writer hereof has renounced all personal 
affiliation with the Federal Council, and disclaims 
any responsibility for its actions and/or teachings, 
If you have not done the same, will you not do go 
now? 


Non-Segregation Means 
Eventual Inter-Marriage 


By Rev. J. David Simpson 


Newton, Miss. 


First, May I say that I have always been a 
friend of the negro, and one vitally interested in 
his progress Spiritually, Intellectually, Physically, 
and Socially. I have not only thought and con- 
tended for his best interests, but I have constantly 
worked for his full advancement in every phase of 
life. I have, also, learned that the best friends of 
the negro by and large are the Southern white 
people of high principle, who know the negro better 
than any people in any other section of these 
United States, spite of contentions to the contrary. 


By way of introduction, I will say further, that 
I am positively convinced that such problems as 
may come up in the South between the negro and 
White races will be solved to the full satisfaction 
of all concerned if the South is left alone to solve 
them without outside interference and pressure 
groups. The negro in the South does not interpret 
the racial propaganda from other sections of our 
nation to be contributory and helpful to his uplift, 
but instead, has been filled with fear and suspicion 
of his good southern white friends because of the 
mis-leading nature of much of this propaganda. 
The negro in the South has actually become frantic 
with the wildest of imaginations coursing through 
his frame, that all of this “Much-Ado” about his 
condition would not be going on, if some uprising 
against him were not in the making. Racial propa- 
gandists and agitators are actually doing both the 
— and white man an irreparable harm in the 

outh. 


Coming to the question of non-segregation, it is 
my conviction after close observation that non- 
segregation is not desired by the well-meaning, 
intelligent, racially pure negro. The negro does not 
want white people in his church, school, fraternity, 
or any of his social institutions. He does not seek 
social inter-mingling of the races, as he is fully 
aware of the dire consequences and dangers even 
if the white man wanted such social inter-mingling. 
One of these dangers is that of inter-marriage, and 
in spite of every argument to the contrary, it will 
surely come to pass if free social inter-mingling 
between the races displaces segregation over the 
whole of our nation. There is an affinity, the like 
of which many people are strangely unaware be- 


tween the negroes and whites. Especially, is this 
true in the South where negroes have been thrown 
closer with white people and greater numbers of 
negroes reside. Racial barriers and _ distinctive 
characteristics of race and color will eventually 
break down and no longer prove to be stumbling 
blocks preventing marriage, if non-segregation 
comes in and continues over a period of time. Our 
children and children’s children will be called up- 
on to endure a cross and burden the like of which 
none of us in our time have had to endure. The 
cross and burden will be that of resisting and 
repelling every natural urge of affection —— 
into the desire for marriage between the negro an 
white as the years go by. True it is that some of 
this attraction may in the beginning be of a 
sensual or sexual nature, resulting in immorality 
or marriage on a sensual love basis, but this does 
not by any means guarantee that the true love of 
sentiment and pure affection, on a very high 
plane, would not also be the experience between 
the opposite sexes of many negroes and whites. 
Even Platonic love, or every proven form of at- 
traction such as has resulted in marriage between 
the members of one race, could conceivably be 
present, and in fact, is present between the mem- 
bers of different races thrown to-gether. Is this 
not proving true between Mongolians and Whites 
right before our eyes to-day? 


It has been said that negresses of an immoral 
character are ambitious to have their offspring 
begotten or fathered by white men in order to 
infuse all the white blood they can into their race, 
thereby hoping to get better standing in society 
through the Mulatto strain. If this is true, then it 
is a lasting shame on us that negroes should seem 
to seek advancement in such a shameful and sinful 
manner. I, re-iterate, the true well-meaning, 1 
telligent thinking negro wants segregation con- 
tinued without free social inter-mingling of the 
two races. He knows the dangers ahead, and he 
further knows that he can advance in his own 
institutions without the presence of the white race 
under a much healthier status Educationally, Spirit 
ually, Physically, and Morally, provided his 1 
stitutions are properly supported. He knows 
definitely of the terrific consequences upon the 
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social order of an increasing hybrid race. The 
Mulatto strain brings stultification of progress, 
the gradual fading of the genius strain, the slow 
deterioration and moral degeneracy of the social 
order. 

The society for the advancement of the negro 
race in America says that we are now losing 12,000 
negroes annually to the White race. They are being 
absorbed in the White race, and we know that they 
would not be in such position as to pass for whites 
and be absorbed if it were not for such inter- 
marriage aS may already exist or practices of im- 
morality between the two races. 


If you are in doubt as to the truth of what has 
been written thus far, take a cue from the words 
recently uttered by the Rev. John Bodo, Pastor of 
the Wolff Memorial Presbyterian Church of New- 
ark, N. J. In speaking of the race question, Dr. 
Bodo says: “My daughter will marry whomsoever 
she chooses. The only reason I might discourage 
her from marrying a negro is my fear of the 
punishment her white friends — even the most 
‘tolerant’ ones — would inflict on her for doing it.” 


Lastly, I want to express my further conviction 
that the Scriptures teach Segregation, and most 
positively do not teach the pattern of non-segrega- 
tion that is being so strongly urged upon the South 
by pressure groups and agitators from the outside. 
Acts 17:26 says: “And hath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”’ This 
verse, by some of our leading Biblical Commenta- 
tors and Theologians, is used over and over again in 
defense of segregation of the races, and to their 
interpretation I agree. The fact is, that the latter 
part of the verse teaches just the opposite of non- 
segregation and free social inter-mingling. The 
determined bounds of all races or nations as it 
is used here in this verse, being established of God, 
seems definitely to teach the racial boundary line 
for all races and their integrity kept inviolate. 
This applies to all races, yellow, brown, red, black, 
and white. They should have Segregated life and 
Social inter-mingling to themselves to preserve the 
true and pure strain of their respective races. 


True it is that all nations are of one blood as is 
proven by the typing of blood plasma which trans- 
cends the races and can be used freely on any race 
as well as within the confines of the particular 
race from which it was taken, thus proving the 





“One Blood” teaching of the Scriptures. It is true, 
also, that all races are capable of producing an 
hybrid or mixed race through marriage between 
them, showing or proving the “one blood” state- 
ment of the Scriptures to be true. Yet, the “bounds 
of their habitation’ which follows “made of one 
blood” leaves us it seems in no doubt that God did 
not want the racial bounds separating the races 
broken down into hybrid races which will most 
certainly eventuate if all races move in and out 
among themselves with non-segregation and free 
social inter-mingling. The amalgamation of races is 
definitely unscriptural. The integrity and pure 
strain of all races should be preserved inviolate, 
with segregation as a necessity, if this verse of 
God’s Holy Word is to be fully observed and 
applied in its true meaning to the social fabric ot 
the world. 


Take a look at the South American mixture of 
races and see if you think God’s approval and 
blessing has been upon it. Observe their physical 
and social structure, their progress, their initiative, 
their ingenuity, and general outlook upon life, and 
see if you think God’s approval and blessing has 
been upon it. Then turn and compare their civiliza- 
tion with that of the pure strain of one race or 
many races kept inviolate as to mixture, where 
Christian enlightenment has gone, social, educa- 
tional, physical, moral, and what have you? What 
do you think the “Tower of Babel” confusion 
story in the Scriptures meant if it did not mean 
that even the races should for the most part 
establish even their territorial boundary lines for 
their habitation, as well as racial? Yes, I repeat, 
Non-segregation of the races is to my mind Un- 
scriptural; whereas, Segregation of the races is to 
my mind definitely Scriptural. Marriage between 
sharp racial lines of color and characteristics such 
as is found in the Red, Brown, Black, White and 
Yellow races is Unscriptural; Marriage within the 
confines of separate races is definitely Scriptural, 
and is enjoined upon the social order. Amalgama- 
tion, Miscegenation and hybrid races Unscriptural; 
Races kept inviolate as to mixture, preserved pure 
in strain and their integrity kept, is positively 
taught of the Scriptures. I repeat again, Non- 
Segregation means Eventual Inter-marriage. We 
usually marry the people with whom we freely 
associate. “And (God) hath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
Earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” 








A Philosophy Of Life According 
To The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 
University, Miss. 


(This is the second of a series of four installments under this heading.) 


Il. Belief: The Covenants. Questions 4:38. All 
that the Holy Scriptures teach with regard to 
“what man is to believe concerning God” is suc- 
cinctly and conveniently summarized in the doc- 
trine of the covenants. This is entirely fitting ,for 
it is only by such an instrument that God deals 
with man. The covenant is the regulative principle 
of life, not only in the relationship of God and 


man, but also between man and man. When we re- 
call that the word is practically a synonym of 
contract, agreement, treaty, constitution, we will 
note how this principle pervades even our every- 
day world of business, family, and international 
affairs. It has always done so, for it is a principle 
that lies in the very nature of things, indeed in 
the heart of God. 
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The Shorter Catechism distinguishes two cove- 
nants: the first, of life (or works), entered into by 
God with man at creation; the second, of grace, 
entered into by God with His elect and their Re- 
deemer. These covenants share with each other, 
as well as with all later covenants (of which they 
are in very truth the prototypes), certain common 
characteristics, namely, the parties of the first and 


second parts, the conditions, and the results (or 
sanctions). 


The party of the first part, the same in both 
covenants, is God. In a beautiful, precise, never-to- 
be-forgotten description which has come to be a 
theological classic, God is recognized as a self- 
existing, immutable Spirit, unbound by any of the 
hampering limitations of space and time, .and 
encompassing within Himself all the perfections. 
Of necessity there is and can be only one such 
God. Moreover, this one only God subsists in three 
Personalities, the ever-blessed Trinity of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, “‘the same in substance, equal 
in power and glory.” 


As the onlv truly free, supremely intelligent, 
perfectly gracious Being, God has planned all 
things. This plan He carries into effect by two 
activities. The first is a completed activity, done 
once for all, the creation of all things other than 
God Himself, a stupendous demonstration of illimi- 
table power. The other is a continuing activity, the 
ceaseless maintenance and direction of creation. 


The party of the second part is also the same 
in both covenants: it is man. But it is necessary 
immediately to qualify this statement and make 
certain distinctions. First, it is important to re- 
member that man himself faces God in a different 
capacity in each case: in the covenant of life all 
mankind stands in dignity and freedom, perfect 
in holiness and righteousness, clothed by God with 
knowledge and authority, the crowning glory of 
creation; in the covenant of grace, however, only 
the elect stand before God, as sinners in whom 
the image of God has been defaced, violators of 
the earlier covenant, and liable to all its penalties, 
whose only hope is God’s free unmerited favor. 
Secondly, it must be noted that man’s official 
representatives are different in each covenant. 
In the former it is our father Adam, the first man 
and the progenitor of the race; in the latter it is 
the God-man, our Lord Jesus Christ, standing 
between us and the Divine avenging wrath, Who is 
a Prophet reveals to us the will of God, as a 
Priest has offered Himself a sacrifice of pro- 
pitiation and reconciliation and intercedes for us, 
as a King subdues, rules, and defends us. 


There is an important variation in the conditions 
of the two covenants. That attached to the cove- 
nant of life was the exceedingly simple one of 
absolute obedience. In this plain requirement man 
failed miserably and thereby sin became a factor 
in human life, a factor determinative of any proper 
consideration of human affairs. According to the 
Catechism, sin is sin because it is against the law 
of God. It may or may not be contrary to the law 
of the land, the covenants of an age, or the customs 
of a society. Moreover, sin may be negative or 
positive, conscious or unconscious, a matter of 
omission or commission, of failure or violation, of 
alienation or rebellion. Furthermore, sin is any of 
these, however small, however great. 


The condition attached to the covenant of grace 
is faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. This is entirely 
the work of God’s Spirit, not the result of our 
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effort. The Holy Spirit makes us aware of our 
hopeless situation, illuminates our minds which 
have been darkened by sin, and renews our will 
destroyed in the fall, thereby causing us to accept 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the redemption which 
He has secured for the elect by His obedience. 


We come now to the third part of the covenants, 
the results of each. The violation of the earlier 
covenant by the official representative and pro- 
genitor of the human race brought all mankind 
into an estate of sin and misery. Henceforth no 
mere man would come into the world just as Adam 
had been at creation, that is, perfect in holiness 
and righteousness. On the contrary, man hereafter 
would come into the world already a guilty sinner, 
corrupt in nature, and free, if that word be at all 
proper, free only to do evil. In this wretched con- 
dition mankind was no longer to be able to share 
intimate association with God, but came under the 
Divine anger and vengeance. Life itself became 
distorted and at odds with itself. Death entered 
into the world. And the yawning mouth of ever- 
lasting hell awaits the lawful victims of Divine 
justice. 


The picture is completely different when we 
turn to the covenant of grace. Whereas the results 
of the other covenant were sin and misery, the 
results of the second are benefits, both in this 
life, at death, and in the world to come. In this 
life those who embrace Jesus Christ, thereby ful- 
filling the condition of the second covenant, are 
by an act of God pardoned of all sin, the righteous- 
ness of Christ Himself being attributed to them. 
They are by an act of adoption once more in- 
corporated into the family of God with all the 
privileges appertaining to it. Therefore, the shat- 
tered image of God being restored in us and the 
enslaved will being set free, we are enabled in- 
creasingly to work with God in dying to sin and 
living to righteousness. Along with all this or 
growing out of it come “assurance of God’s love, 
peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, in- 


crease of grace, and perseverance therein to the 
end.” 


At death the bodies of those who share in the 
second covenant remain here on earth crumbling 
back into the elements of which they were consti 
tuted, but, because even yet united to Christ, they 
await with certainty the day of resurrection. The 
souls, however, are finally made perfect and are 
glorified in the presence of Christ. At the resul- 
rection, the body is raised up and once more united 
with the soul. The whole man, body and soul, will 
be openly numbered among the chosen ones 0 


God at the judgment, and will be with God for 
ever in heaven. 
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The Saviour Of Sinners 


By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


An Address delivered to a Convocation of Chaplains and Reserve Chaplains 
at Columbia Theological Seminary on March 8, 1948. 


“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
of whom I am chief.”’ I Tim. 1:15. 


On the road to Damascus the Savior met a 
sinner. The sinner was breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter against the people of God. His heart 
was filled with enmity toward Christ. Yet the risen 
Lord spoke to him in judgment and in mercy. 
Blinded by the light of His judgment Saul fell 
down as one dead. And at the same time the Lord 
whose Church he was persecuting spoke to Saul 
in mercy. The One who had prayed, “Father for- 
give them,” appeared to Paul to forgive this 
persecutor to receive His chief opponent as His 
dear friend. 


Paul’s testimony runs about as follows: “When 
I was dying under the unerring verdict of the law, 
then wonder of wonders, God revealed His Son in 
me. God revealed Him as crucified for my sins. 
And His dying in my stead drank up my curse and 
filled my heart with gratitude to Him who loved 
me and delivered Himself up for me!” 


Never does the Apostle forget that he is the 
sinner for whom Christ died. In Romans God speaks 
in judgment until the Apostle cries: “O wretched 
man that I am who shall deliver me from this body 
of death.”’ “I know that in me, that is in my flesh 
dwelleth no good thing.’”’ But here also the God of 
judgment is the God of Grace: “If it is by grace, 
it is no more of works.” “To him that worketh not 
but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly 
his faith is reckoned for righteousness.” “Thanks 
be unto God who giveth us the victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” In the epistle which speaks 
of the feather line between departing to be with 
Christ and abiding in this life, the Apostle is still 
sure that he has not yet attained nor been made 
perfect. In his final letters to Timothy, Paul the 
aged, both confesses himself the chief of sinners 
and shouts in victory, “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 


The Lord who reigns at the right hand of Power 
revealed to and through His Apostle the same good 
news for sinners He had taught “in the days of His 
flesh.” There is a gentle sarcasm in Jesus’ words: 
“I care not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.” Our Lord did not mean that there 
is a sinful class of men who need, and another, a 
righteous class, who do not need repentance. If one 
insists on finding two classes he will be closer to 
the Gospels if he says that one class is composed 
of the self-righteous sinners who think they are 
Saints and the other of the penitent saints who 
know they are sinners. “Side by side let us set the 
words of Jesus spoken to religious men who were 
bent on punishing a sinful woman: ‘He that is with- 
out sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her,’ and the words of John, speaking of himself 
and others far on in the Christian life: ‘If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.’’* 


One of the two men who went up into the 
Temple to pray would not so much as lift up his 


Genesee 


*Smart, J. D., What a Man Can Believe, P. 210. 


eyes unto heaven, but beat upon his breast crying: 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” And the Lord 
said: “That man went home justified.” At the same 
time a sinner and justified. 


Beside the crucified Saviour a thief was dying. 
At first there was railing on his lips. But God 
revealed Himself unto this particular thief, re- 
vealed Himself in the Christ in Whom He was 
reconciling the world unto Himself. A sense of the 
fear of the holy God @ame over the dying thief 
and with it a glimmer of hope in God’s forgiveness. 
In penitence he cried to his fellow, “Dost thou not 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemna- 
tion. And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the 
just reward for our deeds. But this One hath done 
nothing amiss.” Then in struggling faith, in faith 
without works or merit, he committed himself to 
the Saviour, thus: “Lord Jesus, remember me when 
Thou comest in Thy Kingdom” — Thy Kingdom of 
grace for poor sinners like me. I am so bad that 
I deserve to be crucified. Yet verily so completely 
pardoned that, “today shalt thou be with Me in 


Paradise.” This is the Gospel of the Saviour of 
sinners. 


Augustine 


Augustine of Tagaste, the consummate teacher 
of the Gospel of the grace of God, had several of 
the penitential psalms copied on broad sheets of 
parchment and hung on the walls of the room in 
which he was dying. Thus, the outstanding Doctor 
of Latin Christianity decended into the Jordan 
reading and weeping as he read: 


“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
Thy lovingkindness: 

According to the multitude of Thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin.” 


“Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. 

If Thou, Lord, should mark iniquities, who could 
stand? 

But with Thee there is forgiveness, 

That Thou mayest be feared.” 


“Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven, 

Whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity .... 

I _ I will confess my transgression unto the 
Lord; 

And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” 


The Reformers 


Among recent students of Luther, K. Holl, R. 
Seeberg and E. Hirsch take the position that justi- 
fication was for Luther both an act of grace and 
an estimate. Holl claims that the righteousness 
which God recognizes must after all be man’s own 
righteousness which God sees developing in the life 
of the justified. In answer, Walther, Barth and Alt- 
haus have effectively shown that justification 
propter Christum always means for Luther the sin- 
ner’s justification solely by virtue of Christ’s per- 
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fect obedience. Luther’s summary of the argument 
of the Epistle to the Galatians amply vindicates the 
position of the latter group. There Christian 
righteousness is not an active righteousness which 
man works out for himself by keeping the law of 
Moses. It is a passive righteousness which Christ 
wrought for us and which the Holy Spirit conveys 
to us. Christ is our righteousness, a righteousness 
which we receive by faith. 


As early as 1516, Luther writes to Spenlein, an 
Augustinian monk: “I should be glad to know what 
is the state of your soul. When you were living with 
me we were both in the greatest of all errors, 
seeking to stand before God on the ground of our 
own works. I am still struggling against that fatal 
error. O, my dear brother, learn to know Christ and 
Him crucified. Beware of pretending to such 
purity as no longer to confess thyself the Chief of 
Sinners. If our labours, and obediences and afflic- 
tions could have given feace to the conscience, 
why should Christ have died on the Cross? You 
will never find true peace till you find it and keep 
it in this—that Christ takes all your sins upon 
Himself, and bestows all His righteousness upon 
you.” Again Luther says: 


““A Christian is at the same time a sinner and a 
saint; he is at once bad and good, for in our own 
person we are in sin and in our own name we are 
sinners. But Christ brings us another name in 
which there is forgiveness of sins, so that for His 
sake our sin is forgiven and done away. Both are 
true. There are sins ... and yet there are no sins. 
For Christ’s sake, God will not see them. Thus our 
Lord Jesus Christ alone is the garment of grace 
that is put upon us, that God our Father may not 
look upon us as sinners but receive us as righteous, 
holy, godly children and give us eternal life.” 


Calvin put the truth in this incisive way, “The 
question is not how we can be righteous, but how 
though unrighteous we can be considered as 
righteous.” And the answer is that “Christ alone 
must be proposed for righteousness who exceeds 
all the perfection of the law.” “When we are facing 
the tribunal of God, we must dimiss all thoughts 
of our own works in reference to justification, we 
must embrace the Divine mercy alone, and turning 
our eyes from ourselves fix them solely on Christ.” 
(Institutes III. xix. 2). 


When there was no room in England for William 
Tyndale to translate the Bible, he fled to Witten- 
berg. Luther’s collleague Bugenhagen interested 
himself in the English refugee and wrote for him 
the first Reformation tract addressed to the English 
speaking people. Bugenhagen admits that there are 
many erroneous statements, charges and calumnies 
levelled at the Reformers. He does not stay to 
answer them, but boldly declares. ‘“‘We have but 
one doctrine: Christ is Our Righteousness.” 


English Faith 


Small wonder that the Gospel bore fruit on 
English soil. There are no finer testimonies to the 
righteousness of God our Saviour than these words 
of the judicious Hooker: 


“Christ hath merited righteousness for as many 
as are found in Him. And in Him God findeth us, 
if we be believers; for by believing we are incor- 
porated into Christ. Then, although in ourselves 
we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet even 
the man who is in himself impious, full of iniquity, 
full of sin—him being found in Christ through 
faith, and having his sin in hatred through re- 


pentance—him God beholdeth with a gracious eye 
und accepteth him in Jesus Christ as perfectly 
righteous as if he had fulfilled all that is com. 
manded him in the holy law of God—shall I say 
accepteth him as more perfectly righteous than if 
himself had fulfilled the whole law? I must take 
heed what I say; but the Apostle saith: ‘God 
hath made Him to be sin Who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God jn 
Him.’ Let it be counted folly or phrenzy or fury, 
or whatsoever; it is our wisdom and our comfort: 
we care for no knowledge in the world but this— 
that man hath sinned and God hath suffered: that 
God hath made Himself the sin of men, and that 
men are made the righteousness of God in Him.”* 


Bread From Bunyan 


Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress is not quite for. 
gotten, and some courageous souls are digging out 
his Holy War. In Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners, “the Bishop of the Baptist,” tells us of the 
seven abominations that seared his heart and of 
God’s grace that brought relief. Here are some 
crumbs from the table God spread for this servant: 


“I remember that one day, as I was travelling 
into the country, and musing on the wickedness and 
blasphemy of my heart, and considering of the 
emnity that was in me to God, that scripture came 
to my mind, He hath made peace by the Blood of 
His Cross. By which I was made to see, both again 
and again that day, that God and my soul were 
friends by this Blood; yea, I saw that the justice 
of God and my sinful Soul could embrace and kiss 
each other through this blood. This was a good day 
to me; I hope I shall not forget it.” 


“But as I was walking up and down in the house, 
as a man in a most woeful state, that Word of 
God took hold of my heart, Ye are freely justified 
by His Grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. But oh, what a turn it made in me!” 


“And as I was thus in a muse, that Scripture 
also came with great power upon my Spirit, Not 
by works of righteousness that we have done but 
according to his mercy, He hath saved us. Now was 
I got on high; I saw myself within the arms of 
Grace and Mercy.” 


“But one day, as I was passing in the field and 
that too with some dashes on my conscience, fear- 
ing lest yet all was not right, suddenly this sentence 
feil upon my soul. Thy righteousness is in heaven, 
and me thought I saw with the Eyes of my Soul, 
Jesus Christ at God’s Right Hand. There, I say, 
was my righteousness; so that whatever I was, or 
whatever I was doing, God could not say of me, 
He wants my righteousness, for that was just be- 
fore Him. I also saw, moreover that it was not my 
good frame of heart that made my Righteousness 
better, not yet my bad frame that made my 
Righteousness worse; for my Righteousness was 
Jesus Christ Himself, the same yesterday, today 
and forever. 


“Now did my chains fall off my legs indeed; ! 
was loosed from my afflictions and irons; my 
temptations also fled away; now went I also home 
rejoicing, for the grace and love of God. So when 
came home, I looked to see if I could find that 
sentence. Thy Righteousness is in Heaven, but 
could not find such a saying; wherefore my heart 
began to sink; only that was brought to my Ie 
membrance. He is made unto us of God Wisdom 


*Richard Hooker on Justification, 1585. 
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and Righteousness and Sanctification and Redemp- 
tion, by this Word I saw the other sentence true. 


“For by this Scripture, I saw that the Man Christ 
Jesus, as He is distinct from us, as touching His 
bodily presence, so He is our Righteousness and 
Sanctification before God. Here, therefore, I 
lived for some time, very sweetly with God through 
Christ. Oh me thought, Christ! Christ! there was 
nothing but Christ before my Eyes.” 


“Now was I as one awakened out of some 
troublesome sleep and dream and listening to this 
heavenly sentence; I was as if I had heard it thus 
expounded to me: Sinner, thou thinkest that be- 
eause of Thy Sins and Infirmities I can not save 
Thy Soul: but behold my Son is by me, and upon 
Him I look, and not on thee, and deal with thee 
according as I am pleased with him.” 


John Wesley 


Columbia professors have shared in the vigorous 
polemics between Calvinism and Evangelical Arm- 
inanism.* But at the moment when the world is 
hanging on the brink of disaster, when the Chris- 
tian faith is being challenged by humanism’s self- 
sufficiency and communism’s atheism, it seems 
better to remind oneself of John Wesley’s funda- 
mental affirmations of man’s sin and God’s grace. 
In demolishing Dr. John Taylor’s attack on original 
sin, Wesley said: “If the sin of Adam was not 
imputed to us, neither is the righteousness of 
Christ” (Works 5:647). “A denial of original sin 
contradicts the main design of the Gospel which 
is to humble man and to ascribe to God’s free 
grace, not man’s free will, the whole of salvation.” 
(p. 648). Indeed Wesley uses large portions of 
Thomas Boston’s Fourfold State to state his position 
here. In another place, Wesley insists on grace 
alone and comes “to the very edge of Calvinism’’ 
in ascribing all good to free grace, in denying all 
natural free will and all power antecedent to grace, 
and in excluding all merit from man for what he 
has or does by the grace of God (8:285). It has 
become popular to assume that all men are natural- 
ly children of God. Like our own Robert A. Webb, 
Wesley taught that we sinners become God’s chil- 
dren by adoption, that is by faith in Jesus Christ. 


The great William Law pressed mysticism in 
these words: “There is but one salvation for all 
mankind, and the way to it is one; and that is the 
desire of the soul turned to God. This desire brings 
the soul to God and God unto the soul: it unites 
with God, it cooperates with God, and is one life 
with God.”’ But nothing so stirred Charles Wesley 
to indignation as the idea that man can save him- 
self apart from the mediatorial work of Christ. 
And John Wesley declared: “All the other enemies 
of Christianity are triflers; the mystics are the most 
dangerous of its enemies. They stab it in the vitals; 
and its most serious professors are likely to fall by 
them. May I praise Him who has snatched me out 
of this fire likewise, by warning all others that are 
set on fire of hell.’”’ A Gospel without Christ? Why 
Wesley’s description of his own preaching runs 
ee “T have been offering Christ to men for three 
ours,” 
_ The sun arose for England’s great evangelist 
in that strange warming of his heart in Aldersgate 
Street Mission when God gave him an assurance 
that Christ had taken away his sins and saved him 
from the law of sin and death. At his dying bed, 
this great campaigner for souls testifies, “There 
is no way into the holiest but by the blood of 


_*E. G., Girardeau, J. L., Calvinism and Evange- 
lical Arminianism. 
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Jesus.”” A Duke scholar, who has traced the story 
of Wesley’s dying further than the account in the 
Journal, says that when the evangelist became too 
weak to speak his lips were forming these words of 
the Apostle: “The chief of sinners, I.” 


Thomas Adam 


Another English evangelical of Wesley’s century 
is Thomas Adam. After suffering under the toils 
of the law, Adam found the Gospel in Romans and 
began to preach salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ alone to man who is always a sinner. In his 
Private Thoughts on Religion, he confesses, “Sin is 
still here, deep in the centre of my heart and 
twisted about every fibre of it.” “The moment we 
think we have no sin we shall desert Christ for 
Christ came to save just sinners.” “If I were to 
live to the world’s end and do all the good that 
man can do I must still ery, Mercy.” 


No, this does not mean easy acquiescence in 
sinning. “I would rather be cast into the burning 
fiery furnace, or the lion’s den, than suffer sin to 
lie quiet in my spirit.” Christ never comes into the 
soul unattended. He brings the Holy Spirit with 
Him and the Spirit His train of gifts and graces. 
Christ comes with a blessing in each hand, for- 
giveness in one and holiness in the other. “Christ’s 
forgiveness of sins is complete at once, because less 
would do me no good; His holiness is dispensed by 
degrees and to none wholly in this life lest we 
should slight His forgiveness.” 


“ On earth it is one of the hardest things in the 
world to see sin and Christ at the same time, to be 
penetrated with a lively sense of our desert of 
punishment and absolute freedom from condemna- 
tion: but the more we know of both, the nearer 
approach we shall make to the state of heaven.’ 
“It is a great pradox but the glorious truth of 
Christianity that a good conscience may consist 
with a consciousness of evil.”” And Dr. Warfield 
who has culled these testimonies from Adam adds: 
“Sin and Christ; ill desert and no condemnation; 
we are sinners and saints all at once! That is the 
paradox of evangelicalism. The Antinomian and the 
Perfectionist would abolish the paradox—the one 
drowning the saint in the sinner, the other conceal- 
ing the sinner in the saint.”” We must ever see both 
members of the paradox and see them whole. 
“Though we can have no satisfaction in ourselves, 
we may have perfect satisfaction in Christ.” 


The God in whom we trust is the pardoning God, 
God in Christ. And every step of our salvation is 
His work. The work He has undertaken is now in 
process. Neither for the individual nor for the 
world is God’s work complete. The pacifists, who 
talked of rejecting God if God permitted war to 
come, forgot that the world was only in process of 
salvation, not yet completely saved. The perfec- 
tionists make a similar mistake. Believer and world 
are both in the hands of the Maker and in process 
of salvation. Sin continues throughout the whole 
saving process and the religion that saves is the 
religion for sinners.* Christianity is the religion of 
the common man who lives daily by the sacrifice of 
Christ. ** 


We share in this process by working out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who worketh in us to will and to do for-His good 
pleasure. We reign with Him in righteousness, His 
righteousness imputed to us. And as we do, the 
light of that Reign sanctifies every relation in life. 


*Warfield, B. B., Perfectionism I. 126-132. 
**Forsyth, P. T., The Person and Place of Jesus 
Christ. 





Page 12 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Mar. 15, 1948 





Words From Old Scotia 


The Presbyterian divines are not wanting in such 
confessions. Samuel Rutherford has been called 
“the saint of the covenant,” but Rutherford’s own 
word is: “Woe, woe is me that men should think 
there is anything in me. The house devils that keep 
me company and this sink of corruption make me 
carry low sails ... But howbeit I am a wretched 
captive of sin, yet my Lord can hew heaven out 
of worse timber than I am if worse there be.” 


When he heard that his colleague of the West- 
minster Assembly, George Gillespie, was dying, 
Samuel Rutherford wrote him: ‘My reverend and 
dear brother, look to the East. Die well. Your life 
of faith is just finishing. Finish it well. Let your 
last act of faith be your best act. Stand not upon 
sanctification, but upon justification. Recollect that 
your apprehensions are not canonical.”” And George 
Gillespie replied: “There is nothing that I have 
done that can stand the touchstone of God’s justice. 
Christ is my all. I am nothing.” 


In Scotland, there are no names more celebrated 
by picture, statue, or story than Thomas Chalmers. 
How eloquent he was in preaching and in praying! 
And yet when Chalmers came to die, he declared: 
Ping would I do if God did not justify the un- 
go “iad 


John “Rabbi” Duncan 


Scotland’s tale would not be told without a word 
from John Duncan. The beloved teacher tells us: 
“God showed me a biography, an autobiography— 
and a heart, my heart. There are seven abomina- 
tions in a man’s heart. And mine eye was fixed on 
that heart for horror. For it was not simply my eye 
fixed on the heart but God showing me His own 
eye looking on it and saying, ‘See thy sin under 
MY eye; see MY eye sees that.’ God be merciful 
to me a sinner! .... 


“Methought then I stood at Calvary and heard 
these words! ‘It is finished.’ God said, ‘Look into 
the heart of Christ and behold Him in His vicarious 
death. Behold Him and know the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes, He became poor, that ye through His poverty 
might be rich .... Return unto ME, for I have 
redeemed thee. And the Lord showed me a heart 
into which He had put a new song.... 


“It was the song of a soul known to God; and 
many such there are. It was the song of one to 
whom much had been forgiven, and who therefore 
loved much; and many such there are. But it was 
the song of the chief of sinners; of the one to 
whom _most had been forgiven, and who loved 
most.”’ 


Pascal’s Pensees 


This testimony may well close with a word from 
Pascal. Incidentally this widens our witness in two 
ways. It shows the heart of an Augustinan within 
the Roman Catholic fold, and it indicates the 
current position of French Protestantism. For 
Protestantism in France has swung “from Fosdick 
to Pascal.’”’ Blaise Pascal writes: 


“The knowledge of God without the knowledge 
of our own misery produces pride. The knowledge 
of Jesus Christ exempts us both from pride and 
despair; because in Him we see God, our own 
misery, and the only way of recovery from it. 


*Macleod, John, Scottish Theology, Pages 284- 
286. 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 


of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual] 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 








FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE 
FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PROSPERITY” for 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before 
distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to TITHER, 417-SP, South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California. 
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THE MAGNA CHARTA OF 
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 


The Christian man finds in the Bible the very 
Word of God, Let it not be said that dependence 
upon a book is a dead or an artificial thing. The 
Reformation of the Sixteenth Century was founded 
upon the authority of the Bible, yet it set the 
world aflame. Dependence upon a word of man 
would be slavish, but dependence upon God’s Word 
is life. Dark and gloomy would be the world, if we 
were left to our own devices, and had no blessed 
Word of God. The Bible to the Christian is not a 
burdensome law, but the very Magna Charta of 
Christian liberty. —J. Gresham Machen. 








“We may know God without knowing our own 
miseries, our own miseries without knowing God; 
or we know both without knowing the means of 
deliverance from the miseries which oppress us. 
But we cannot know Jesus Christ without at the 
same time knowing God, our own miseries and the 
remedy for them; because Jesus Christ is not only 
God, but He is God, the healer of our miseries. 


“...We ought therefore wholly to direct our 
inquiries to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, since 
it is in Him alone that we can hope to know God, 


in a manner that shall be really advantageous to 
us. 


“He is the true God to us men; that is, to 
miserable and sinful creatures: He is the centre of 
all and the object of all.’’* 


*B. Pascal, Pensees XX. 
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The Book Of Proverbs 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-seventh in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department.of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The second book among the Writings, occupying 
a place between The Psalms and Job is entitled, 
The Proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king 
of Israel (Proverbs 1:1). The word “proverb,” as 
used in the Hebrew language, includes more than 
a general maxim or statement of truth. It is 
sometimes used in a far wider sense, to include, 
for example, fables, parables or riddles. Thus, the 
utterance of Balaam is called a proverb (Numbers 
23:7 —- in the English Bible the word is translated, 
parable). In Ezekiel 17:2, the prophet is com- 
manded to “put forth a riddle, and speak a 
parable (i.e., a proverb), unto the house of Israel.” 
In fact, the literal translation of this verse is: 
“Riddle a riddle and proverb a proverb.” 


In the canonical book of Proverbs, however, the 
word “proverb” has reference to a short maxim, 
or detached utterance. The title of the work 
(Proverbs 1:1) is evidently intended to cover the 
entire book. This immediately raises an important 
question. Was Solomon the author of all the 
Proverbs contained in the book, or not? The ques- 
tion, however, is answered by the book itself, for 
we soon discover that proverbs are attributed to 
others than Solomon. What, then, is the meaning 
of the title of the book? In the present writer’s 
opinion, the title is intended to teach us that the 
proverbs in this book are of Solomonic character. 
That is, they are what might be called, Solomonic 
proverbs. 


At the court of Solomon literary activity 
flourished. Solomon is represented as being not 
only a wise man, but also a man of literary 
activity. We are told, for example, that he “spake 
three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a 
thousand and five” (1 Kings 4:32). There is no 
sufficient reason for denying the historicity of 
these statements. The Biblical representation, which 
is a true and accurate one, sets forth Solomon as 
an unusually gifted person. Now, since Solomon 
composed so many proverbs, may we not rightly 
expect that some of these will be found in the 
canonical book? Solomon, therefore, is to be re- 
garded as the author of many of the proverbs 
which we have, and the other proverbs contained 
in the canonical book are written in the Solomonic 
fashion. To my mind, this is the explanation of 
the title. 

As we examine the book more closely, we dis- 
cover that there are several headings, as follows: 


_1:1: The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, 
king of Israel. This heading, as we have seen, 
Serves to introduce the entire book. 


10:1: The proverbs of Solomon. 


25:1: These are also proverbs of Solomon, which 
the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out. 


30:1: The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even 
the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even 
unto Ithiel and Ucal. 


31:1: The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy 
that his mother taught him. 


The Contents Of The Proverbs 


1:1-7. Introduction to the book. These intro- 
ductory verses serve to acquaint the reader with 
the general theme of the book. They lay stress 
upon the importance of. knowing wisdom and 
understanding, and bring out the heart of the 
matter in the words, “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom 
1:8-9:18. The general style of this section is 
hortatory. The proverbs are addressed to “my son.” 
Chapter one consists of a general exhortation to 
acquire wisdom, and in chapters 2 through 7 the 
fruits of wisdom are set forth. Chapter eight 
consists of a section of praise of wisdom. This 
section well serves as an introduction to the entire 
book, and appears to have been added after the 
completion of the remainder of the book. It should 
be noted also that in this section Wisdom is 
personified, and thus her extreme importance and 
value is set forth. 


These introductory chapters are of supreme 
importance, for they set clearly before mankind 
the right way of life. Young people particularly 
cannot do better than to satiate their minds 
with these Divine precepts. Perhaps the heart of 
this section is to be found in the words “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart: and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths” 
(Proverbs 3:5, 6). 


10:1 — 22:16. This is the longest section in the 
book. It should be noted that the proverbs are 
arranged according to the couplet form, as, for 
example: 


(a). “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing. 
(b) But righteousness delivereth from death” (Pro- 
verbs 10:2). 


There is one exception to this couplet form, 
namely Proverbs 19:7, which has three lines. The 
section treats of miscellaneous subjects, neverthe- 
less it should be carefully noted that in the earlier 
part, particularly chapters 10-15, the proverbs 
manifest somewhat of an antithetic character. In 
these passages the great issues of life are set 
in contrast, e.g., righteousness versus wickedness, 
mercy versus cruelty, etc. In the latter part the 
distinctions are not placed in such clear contrast. 


22:17-24:22: General duties of man towards his 
neighbor. 


24:23-34: An appendix, dealing with practical 
virtue. 


25:1-29:27: General proverbs on various sub- 
jects. 


30:1-10: Divine wisdom and the smallness of 
man. 


30:11-33: A separate section of numerical pro- 
verbs. 


31:1-9: General advice to kings. 
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31:10-31: The virtuous woman. 
The Background Of The Proverbs 


Where did Solomon and the other authors of 
the book derive these proverbs? Are they simply 
the fruits of human reflection, or are they 
directly revealed by God? Did Solomon merely 
coin various proverbs which were current in the 
Palestine of his day, or did he derive these proverbs 
from the literature of some other nation of an- 
tiquity? 


There were in existence proverbs similar to 
those in the Bible, as is well known from Baby- 
lonia and Egypt. Proverbs 22-24 is somewhat 
similar to the proverbs of an Egyptian king, 
Amenophis. Because of this fact, some have 
thought that the Solomonic proverbs were actually 
taken from Egypt. From an earlier time also pro- 
verbs are to be found in Egypt. Thus, for example, 
we read among the proverbs of Ptahhotep words 
such as these: “If thou findest a man who in his 
time is wise, who is poor and not an equal with 
thyself, do not be overbearing against him when 
he is unfortunate.” From Babylon also various 
proverbs have come. “The strong live by their 
own wages: the weak by the wages of their chil- 
dren. “He is altogether good, but he is clothed 
with darkness.” ‘The face of a toiling ox thou 
shalt not strike with a goad.” “Friendship is for 
the day of trouble; posterity for the future.” 
“Writing is the mother of eloquence and the father 
of artists.” “Thou shalt not make large thy 
mouth, but guard thy lip; In the time of anger 
thou shalt not speak at once. If thou speakest 
quickly, thou wilt repent afterward, and in silence 
thou wilt sadden thy mind.” (These translations 
red ie Barton’s, “Archaeology and the Bible.” 

6). 


Proverbs are commonplace in the Orient. Arabic 
literature, for example, is filled with them. And 
the reason for this is fairly obvious. The proverb 
expresses in a few words an important truth. The 
man who acts in accordance with gnomic wisdom 
is one who orders his steps wisely. 


The canonical book of Proverbs, however, must 
not be thought to be merely a collection of favorite 
proverbs, such as might be found for example, 
among the Arabs. The proverbs in the Bible are 
there because God desired them to be there. No 
doubt the proverbs of the Bible, or possibly, some 
of them, may have been in frequent use in an- 
tiquity. Nevertheless, under the special inspiration 
of the Spirit of God, the authors or collectors of 
the proverbs were led to select just those proverbs, 
and no more, which God desired to be in the 
Scripture. 


For this reason, the proverbs must be regarded 
as normative and authoritative. They express 
wisdom which is not merely the reflection of the 
sages of mankind, but a wisdom which is Divine. 
This point may easily be illustrated. For example, 
in Proverbs 3:11 we read, “My son, despise not 
the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of 
His correction.”” Now these words express a pro- 
found truth. When the Lord chastens one, he 
should not chafe thereunder, but should realize 
that God is dealing with him. This is indeed a wise 
admonition. But how do we know that it is true? 
Do we know that it is true because thousands of 
believers in the Lord would agree with it? Or, do 
we know that it is true because God Himself is 
telling us that it is true? In other words, are the 
Proverbs, in the last analysis, the words of man or 


the word of God? That is the question to be faced, 
and we would answer it unhesitatingly by saying 
that these proverbs are the word of God. 


For, despite whatever superficial similarities 
there may be between the Proverbs of the Bible 
and those to be found elsewhere, there is a pro. 
found difference which shows clearly the Divine 
origin of the first. The Biblical Proverbs point the 
soul of man to the Lord God of Hosts. “Trust in 
the Lord,” we read, and this admonition in reality 
appears throughout the collection. “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” we are told. In 
verses such as these, the heart of the matter is 
set forth. The Proverbs do present a philosophy of 
life, but it is not a philosophy of expediency or 
utilitarianism. It is a philosophy of Theism, con- 
sistent Biblical Theism, if you will. 


Most proverbs express that philosophy of life 
which might be called utilitarianism or expediency. 
That is, most proverbs teach that it is practical to 
do the right. A certain course is wise to follow 
because it leads to good ends and to advantage, 
But the Biblical proverbs do not descend to this 
level. They teach that one should do the right 
because God so desires. The Lord is made the 
standard of judgment. He is the one who com- 
mands, and man is placed in the listening, re- 
ceptive attitude. Do the right, because God com- 
mands it. That is the attitude of Proverbs. 


Is this practical? Indeed, there is nothing more 
practical than this. How we need to take this book 
in hand, to read it carefully and to obey its pre- 
cepts. These words are Divine words. In His 
gracious wisdom God has given to His people this 
compendium of practical wisdom to guide them 
on their way. A study of this book will only con- 
vince one the more of the goodness of God toward 
His people. 


THE BIBLE 


‘Who, coming to this sacred book with a sincere 
desire to know God’s will for the direction of his 
life, will say that he cannot find it? Who, desiring 
to be instructed in the way of salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus, will consult its 
pages and say it is not made plain to him? Who, 
coming to it for equipment of his spiritual life will 
say that there are still needs of that life which are 
left unprovided for? Who, seeking direction in the 
way of life everlasting can doubt that, if he faith- 
fully obeys its teaching he will reach that goal? 
The Scripture fulfills the ends for which it was 
given; no higher proof of its inspiration can be de- 
manded.” —Dr. James Orr. 


“Wings For The Soul” 


A Chinese Proverb 


it there is righteousness in the heart; 
there will be beauty in the character. 


If there be beauty in the character, 
there will be harmony in the home. 


If there is harmony in the home, 
there will be order in the nation. 


When there is order in the nation, 
there will be peace in the world. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 4: A Prophet 
Among The Exiles 


Scripture: Ezekiel 1-4; 33; 1-9. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 137; 1-6. 


The Jews had a sorrowful time in the land of 
captivity. Psalm 137 is an expression of their feel- 
ings. “By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat 
down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. 
Their captors required of them a song, saying: 
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” ‘‘How shall we 
sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?” Their 
memories of the homeland and their sorrow did 
not prevent a most bitter reaction toward their 
enemies: “Happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee, 
as thou hast served us.” 


Jeremiah and Ezekiel both prophesied during this 
time of captivity: Jeremiah to those remaining in 
the land of Judah, and Ezekiel to those who were 
captives in Babylon. 


While there are many things in the book of 
Ezekiel which are not easy to understand, for it 
is filled with visions and symbolic language, the 
book is very rich in its spiritual message—one of 
the richest in the Old Testament. The great Scot- 
tish preacher, Thomas Guthrie, has written a 
splendid book on “The Gospel in Ezekiel,” in 
which he shows that all the essentials of the New 
Testament Gospel of Grace are found there. 


We opened our Matthew Henry to help us in 
our study and most of the quotations, and many 
of the thoughts in our treatment come from his 
most suggestive commentary. 


1. Visions Of God: Ezekiel 1. These prophets 
are very careful to tell us that (1) they saw the 
Lord (manifestation of God), and (2) they heard 
Him speak. These two facts make their messages 
inspired and therefore authoritative. There are 
three “visions of God” in this chapter. 


1. The “Four Living Creatures.” If we turn to 
Revelation 4:6-8 we find the same expression used. 
(See R. V.) “They four had the face of a man, 
and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they 
four had the face of an ox on the left side; and 
they four also had the face of an eagle.” Lenski 
in his splendid interpretation of Revelation has a 
very good explanation of the meaning of this sym- 
bol. Matthew Henry thinks that these report the 
rule of God in the heavens. These living creatures 
are likened to “coals of fire,” “torches,” “a flash 
of lightning.” 


2. The “‘wheels” on the earth. 15-25. The “living 
creatures” and the “wheels” travel together. These 
atter seem to stand for “God’s government of the 
earth.” The spirit of the living creatures was in 
the wheels. God does His will in the armies of hea- 
ven and among the inhabitants of the earth, and 
hone can stay His hand. 


_3. The Throne and the Man 26-28. The other 
visions have been a preparation for this vision. In 
Revelation we have its counterpart in the great 
Throne Vision in chapter four. This is the best 
commentary on the vision here. 


We might sum up these “visions of God” in 
this chapter by saying that, as a prevaration for 
his ministry, the prophet was given this glorious 
and inspiring picture of the God of the universe 
upon His throne, ruling and controlling all things. 
Isaiah, likewise, was fitted for his work in the 
same way. (See Isaiah 6). 


II. Ezekiel’s Commission: 2:1-3: 14. He was 
fitted for his task by the Spirit of God. 


This must be true of any messenger of God. 
Notice how the Spirit prepared him: (1) Gave 
physical strength. Ezekiel had “fallen upon his 
face,” when he saw the “Man” on the throne. This 
is always the case when a man sees God. (See the 
effect on John in Rev. 1. (2) Gave him the mes- 
sage he was to deliver. “All my words.” (3:10). 
Here is “verbal inspiration” again. It was to be a 
“Thus saith the Lord.” He was to open his mouth 
and God was to fill it. He was to “eat’’ the roll, 
assimilate the message and make it a part of him- 
self: he was to be a man, not a parrot, or a ma- 
chine. He was to repeat what God said, but after 
it had taken possession of his own soul. (3) Gave 
Spiritual Courage. He is going to a rebellious peo- 
ple: he is not to be afraid of them or their words. 
He warns his messenger that his task is not to be 
an easy one. Would that we today, would recog- 
nize this fact: it would save us many disheartening 
moments. The world is still in rebellion: people 
still have stiff necks and brazen foreheads. Why 
cannot we see the total depravity of our human 
race? If Israel, God’s own people, can be described 
in the words of this passage, what can we hope to 
find in the world as a whole? 


2. The “living creatures were to go with him. 
“Lo, I am with you, even unto the end of the 
age’’, said Jesus. 


3. “I went in bitterness and in the heat of my 
spirit.” What a picture of a man sent forth to 
preach! If more of us had this overpowering sense 
of the sinfulness of man, would we not make bet- 
ter preachers? Do we not take our task too lightly? 


4. “But the hand of the Lord was strong upon 
me.” These old prophets had a compelling force 
behind and with them. It was indeed: ‘‘Woe is me, 
if I preach not.” 


III. God’s Watchman: Ezekiel 3:15-4:17; 33:1-9. 
We come now to one of the most familiar figures 
in the book of Ezekiel—that of the watchman. 
May we study it carefully and prayerfully, and 
apply it to our own position and work. 


God’s watchman must have good ears: he is to 
hear the word that God speaks. The Bible is full 
of warnings to the wicked and also to the right- 
eous: to the one, that he turn from sin; to the 
other, that he take heed lest he fall. We heard 
a man use this illustration recently. He said that 
when we are travelling on a train, we would rather 
trust the man who watches the red light than the 
president of the road. Our duty as watchmen is to 
watch for the danger signals—the “red lights” 
along the way. 
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This comes out in a most striking way in 33:1-9. 
He is to see the danger, and warn, the people. He 
is to have good eyes to see—must not be color- 
blind—and a tongue to tell the people of their 
danger. In other words, he is to “blow the trum- 
pet,” and the trumpet, as Paul tells us, must have 
no uncertain sound. Are some trumpets of this 
nature in our day? 


A good watchman must not only have good 
ears, good eyes, and a ready tongue, but he must 
be willing to endure hardness. A watchman must 
be “fon the tower’’, night and day, in fair weather, 
and in foul. He cannot seek shelter from the storm 
and lead an easy, luxurious life. 


He oftentimes has to endure the abuse of those 
whom he is trying to save. Men do not always like 
watchmen. They wish to be let alone, to be “at 
ease in Zion,’’ and to go on their way undisturbed 
by cries of danger. The watchman is often accused 
of being a sour and dismal pessimist. We are being 
warned today, as a Church, and as a Nation, but 
so few seem disposed to heed any of the warnings. 
In the Church, there is Unitarianism, Worldliness, 
Indifference: in our World, there is the Commun- 
istic movement which threatens all free people. 
We are being told by those that know, of the 
threat to our Homes, and of the strangle-hold that 
liquor is getting upon our nation. But who is lis- 
tening or heeding? 


The true watchman recognizes that there is 
grave responsibility connected with his office and 
position. He must be faithful in his warnings, 
whether the people will hear or not. He has been 
appointed of God. It is a life and death matter, 
not only for those he warns, but for himself: 


“their blood will I require at the watchman’s 
hands’”’. 


I call you to witness this day that I am free 
from the blood of all men, said the great apostle: 
he had warned them night and day, with tears. 


Have we forgotten that the duty of the watch- 
man is our duty, as under shepherds of the 
p moa Paul, Peter, John, and Jude were faithful. 

re we? 


“Also thou hast delivered thy soul.”’ These are 
words for us to ponder and pray over. It is not 


easy to be a good watchman. May the Lord help 
us! 


Lesson For April 11: God’s Message 
To A People In Exile 


Scripture: Ezekiel 18; 34; 36; 22-38; 37; 1-14. 
Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:25-31. 


“There shall be showers of blessing” (Ez. 34:26). 
This is the promise of love: 

There shail be seasons refreshing, 
Sent from the Saviour above.” 


How this hymn stirs the faith and hope of thou- 
sands today! How these words spoken by the pro- 
phet must have stirred the hearts of the dis- 
couraged exiles as they hung their harps on the 
willows of Babylon! Several parts of God’s mes- 


sage to these exiles are brought out in the chapters 
we study. 


I. God’s Fairness in His Treatment of His 
People: Ez. 18. As is so often the case when indi- 
viduals or nations are punished, or chastened for 


sin, they try to excuse themselves, and blame God, 
or accuse Him of being unfair. Israel was often 
guilty in this respect. 


There seem to be two parts to their complaint: 
(1) In verse two they are quoted as using this 
proverb; “‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edges’. That is, 
the present generation, is suffering because the 
former generation sinned. (God does say that He 
will visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me). (See Ex. 20:5). But each genera. 
tion is guilty itself, and if men turn to God He 
forgives them. A good illustration of the working 
of this principle, in both its aspects, is found in 
the case of Hezekiah and Manasseh. Hezekiah was 
the son of a very wicked king, yet he and his land 
were blessed because of Hezekiah’s good life, 
Manasseh was the son of the good king, Hezekiah, 
yet he and his land were cursed. And still there 
was a sense in which the influences of both good 


and evil were felt beyond the immediate genera- 
tion. 


This chapter is emphasizing personal respon- 
sibility. “Every tub must stand on its own bot- 
tom’’, is a homely and familiar way of expressing 
it. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. Each one of 
us is accountable—must give an account of our- 
selves before the judgment bar of God. We can- 
not excuse our sins by putting the blame upon our 
fathers. (See Verse 20). 


(2) Yet they say, “The way of the Lord is not 
equal.”’ God casts this back upon them by saying: 
“Are not your ways unequal’? 


The chapter closes with a passionate appeal to 
their reason and their fear: “Cast away from 
you all your transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new 
spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Isreal? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord: wherefore turn yourselves, and 
live ye”. 


II. Two Sorts of Shepherds: (1) False; 1-10, 
(2) The Good Shepherd; 11-31. 


1. False Shepherds. Some of the shepherds of 
Israel were taking advantage of “the time”, to 
fatten themselves, and starve the sheep. Is not 
this too true in Europe and America today? Some 
of those in places of authority and leadership are 
“feathering their own nests’ and leaving the 
masses of people to do the best they can. Many 
items in the newspapers are not pleasant reading 
for those who love their country and their fellow- 
men. When this is done in a nation, it is bad 
enough, but when it takes place among God’s 


— it is even worse. Israel was God’s sheep- 
fold. 


The punishment inflicted upon these “false 
shepherds” will be a woeful one, for the sheep 
were scattered and neglected while the shepherds 
fed and clothed themselves. 


2. The Good Shepherd. The Great Shepherd will 
look after His flock. “Behold, I, even I, will both 
search my sheep and seek them out—lI will bring 
them out from the peoples—lI will feed them”. 


Then comes the Messianic promise; “And I will 
set up one Shepherd over them, and he shall feed 
them, even my servant David. This can apply. to 
no one but the Christ, the Great Shepherd-King, 
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typified by David. (In this connection read and 
study John 10). There shall indeed be “showers 
of blessing when the Great Shepherd leads and 
feeds His sheep. 


Ill. Some Rich Promises to Israel: 36:22-38. The 
reason God is going to bless them is not for their 
sake, but for his holy name’s sake, which they had 
profaned among the heathen. It is “all of grace”, 
even in the Old Testament. Israel did not deserve 
the mercy of God just as we do not deserve His 
mercy today. 


Let us notice some of the things He will do for 
them: 


(1) Take vou from among the heathen. This 
is a promise of restoration. 


(2) I will sprinkle water upon you and ye shall 
be clean: they were to be cleansed from sin. 


(3) A new heart and a new svirit would be 
given them. This cleansing, renewing, regenera- 
tion, would go deeper than the outward life. They 
were to be transformed within. 


(4) Ye shall dwell in the land. 
(5) Ye shall be my people. 
(7) I will save you from all your uncleanness. 


(8) Ye shall remember—and loathe yourselves: 
a sincere sense of sin and genuine repentance for 
sin. 


Just as Israel was restored and blessed with all 
these rich blessings because God was rich in mercy 
and grace, so we, as guilty sinners, deserving 
God’s wrath and curse, are saved and blessed in 
Christ. God, “out of His mere good pleasure,” 
provides Redemption for us in Christ. This side 
of the Gospel is very clearly pictured for us in 
this great prophecy of Ezekiel. 


IV. The Resurrection of a Nation: The Vision 
of the Valley of Dry Bones: Ezekiel 37: 1-14. 


1. The Vision: a valley full of bones, very many, 
and very dry. What a startling picture of Israel, 
one time such a proud and flourishing nation! 
What a true portrait of our world today—dead 
in trespasses and sins! Wherever we loc’ it is 
true, whether to heathen lands life Africa, China, 
India, or to civilized lands like Europe and 
America. Man without God is‘ dead; his bones are 
bleaching in the sand of the desert. Remember, 
these bones have no power to revive themselves; 
man is hopeless and helpless. God has to take the 
initiative in salvation. This He has done in pro- 
viding Salvation through His beloved Son. 


2. The Question: “Can these bones live’? It 
looks like a senseless and hopeless question. Who- 
ever heard of bones living? “And I answered, 
O Lord God, thou knowest”. A most sensible an- 
swer. Is anything too hard for God? The God 
who created man out of the dust of the earth, 
can re-create man out of bleaching bones. 


3. The Command: Man’s part in this marvellous 
resurrection. Prophesy upon these bones, and say 
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord! “The foolishness of preaching,” says Paul. 
Some men think so. But it pleases God to save 
men by the foolishness of preaching. The Gospel is 
still the dynamite of God. Let us still insist: 
“Preach the Word.” 


4. The Second Command: Prophesy, say to the 
wind, Thus saith the Lord, Come from the four 
winds. As we see further down, the wind is the 
Spirit. The Word of God, and the Spirit of God 
bring about a complete resurrection. 


5. The Application: Verses 11-14. These bones 
are the house of Israel. That dead nation will be 
raised to life again. 


We, today, are tempted to feel that things are 
in a hopeless condition. There are plenty of val- 
leys full of dry bones. Several nations are dead 
that were alive a few years ago. But it is spiritual 
deadness that concerns us. Part of the Church is 
much like dead bones. May we work and pray for 
a real Revival! 











Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For April 


April 4: Walk In The Light 
Call To Worship 


The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all His works. 
The Lord is of purer eyes than to behold evil. 


Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; 

And return unto the Lord, and He will have 
mercy on him, 

And unto our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 


Hymn 


Some good hymn that lifts our thoughts to the 
holiness or majesty of God should be used. For 
example, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” ‘Worship the Lord 


in the Beauty of Holiness,” or ‘Praise the Lord, 
Ye Heavens Adore Him.” 


The Scripture Lesson 


The theme is taken right out of First John I, 
so let’s use as our Scripture Lesson I John 1:1-10. 


Evening Prayer 


Someone could use the following prayer as the 
opening for a season of prayer in which all could 
take part: 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, in whom is 
no darkness at all, search our hearts by Thy Spirit 
and see if there be any wicked way in us and lead 
us in the way everlasting. May we harbor no sin 
that would mar our fellowship with Thee or cause 
our brother to stumble. Teach us now how we may 
bring all of our lives into the white light of Thy 
holy presence and yield our lives wholly to Thy 
will. Grant that we may walk in Thy light even as 
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Christ our Savior and Lord walked, we ask in His 
name. Amen. 


Introduction By Leader 


“God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” 
When we begin to think about God we need to 
remember that He is absolutely holy and there is 
no sin in Him. John expresses this truth by the 
symbolic words light and darkness. 


Because God is light and there is no darkness in 
Him it follows that those who know God and walk 
with Him must be holy too, holy even as God is 
holy. In our practical world of problems we have 
so emphasized the things we ought to do for Christ 
and in the name of law and order that we have 
often forgotten that our first and foremost res- 
ponsibility is to know God in intimate fellowship, 
but to do this we must walk in the light even as 
Christ walked in the light of God. Our Scripture 
lesson tells us how. 


First Talk: Consecration V6 
(Read The Verse) 


Since God is holy those who know Him and 
serve Him must be holy, too. Whenever we see 
someone who is not living a holy life yet who 
claims to know God, then and there we can put it 
down that such a one has never known God. Those 
who can have a ministry for God in the world are 
those, and only those, who are so consecrated to 
God that they have fellowship with God and prove 
it by a holy life. As we face our world we can 
make no impact for God and good upon that world 
unless we back up our fellowship with God by a 
life of holiness. 


Second Talk: Cleansing V7 
(Read The Verse) 


But living a holy life requires more than just 
trying hard to be good. We must walk in the 
light of God’s holy presence as seen in the life of 
Jesus Christ. Just as soon as we look at our lives 
in the light of Jesus Christ we all admit that we 
haved sinned and come short of being holy even 
as God is holy. But God has provided a fountain of 
cleansing for us. When we realize for the first 
time that we are lost sinners, God tells us that 
as we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ the Holy 
Spirit applies the blood of Christ to our hearts 
and we are cleansed from the guilt of sin. And 
day by day the blood of Christ continually cleanses 
us from the pollution of sin. We can live a holy 
life before God because the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses us from all sin as day by day the holy 
Spirit applies the merits of that blood to our lives. 


Third Talk: Confession V9 
(Read The Verse) 


God is holy; therefore those who walk with God 
and serve Him must be holy. We are, sinners but 
God has provided a fountain of cleansing for us 
by the work of the Holy Spirit applying the 
merits of the blood of Christ to our hearts and 
lives. There is sufficient cleansing for all. But 
how does this cleansing become ours? What must 
we do to lay hold of it? All God asks is that we 
judge ourselves. That is, that we confess our sins 
by saying the same thing about them that God 
does. When we truly confess our sins, then God 
forgives us and cleanses from all unrighteousness. 


We wish to be used of God in our world and we 
are greatly concerned about the problems of our 
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world. We want to bring Christian truth to bear 
upon the world. But we are no different from the 
people of the world, nor can we have any power 
over the world, until we live a holy life ourselyes 
by constantly bringing all of our life into the light 
of God, confess the sins there revealed, and know 
the cleansing of God that comes through Christ jp 
fulfillment of His promise. 


Hymn of Consecration 


Use a good hymn of consecration in closing, For 
example, “O Happy Day,” “The Solid Rock” or 
“T Am Thine.” 


Closing Prayer 


The above is the framework of a program of 
worship for the theme of the evening. You could 
work in extra talks about the theme hymn ani 
theme picture for the year after the talks from 
the Scripture lesson. Be sure to start the year by 
centering your thoughts on God, and on ow 
responsibility to walk in the light of His revealed 
will and manifest holiness before we can ever do 
anything for anybody else. 


Specific Unit 


The next five programs will be along the general 
theme of “Education for Christian Service in 
Life.”” Our main emphasis in these programs will 
be on Christian Education in the fullest sense and 
on those provisions that our church has made for 
such education. 


en 


April 11: Four To Go 
Call To Worship 


Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me. 

Study to show thyself approved unto God a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling 
correctly the word of truth. 


Hymn 


Use some hymn that suggests knowing more 
about Christ and the Christian way of life, such 
as “More About Jesus” or “Open My Eyes That 
I May See.” 


Scripture Lesson 


Divide the Scripture Lesson into two parts, 
letting two different people read the lessons and 
explain briefly the portions they read. 


(a) Matthew 28:16-20. This is called “The 
Great Commission” of our Lord and it defines the 
ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ and sets the 
limits on what the Church is to do. Our task is two- 
fold—evangelize (make disciples) and _ educate 
(teaching them). 


(b) Psalm 19:7-14. There can be no_ true 
education apart from a knowledge of the Bible, 
the Word of God, and there can be no real 
Christian Education apart from knowledge of and 
faith in the Word of God. Thus if this Great 
Commission is to be carried out the Word of God 
must have a central place in the educational 
process, and no educational routine that disbelieve 
or ignores this Word is real education. 


Evening Prayer 


Let someone lead the prayer who has been asked 
in advance and ask that his prayer include the 
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Give Efficiently 


Distributed by church volun- 
teers, your War Relief Gifts 
reach more people, more quick- 
ly; your dollar buys more; 
your gift lasts longer. 

( 
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803 Henry Grady Bldg. 





idea of thanksgiving to God for His Word and a 
= that the group might use that Word 
arig 


Hymn 


After the Scripture Lesson it would be well to 
have the group sing such a hymn as “Wonderful 
Words of Life.” 


Leader’s Introduction 


Our Lord gave His great Commission to the 
Church, saying to His Church—evangelize and 
educate. Our Church has sought always to obey 
that Great Commission. On Sundays we have Sun- 
day schools in which we teach the Word of God 
and carry out a program that is strictly religious 
education. In our churches we have Bible study 
classes and classes in which we study the work of 
the church. But in addition to all this our church 
believes that to educate in obedience to this Great 
Commission we must not only carry on specialized 
religious education, but also that the church must 
provide the best possible general education within 
the framework of the Christian philosophy and in 
the midst of Christian fellowship and service. To 
do this many of the Synods of our church have 
their own schools and colleges. 


But as soon as we begin to talk about our schools 
we say to ourselves, ““‘Why should I go to a church 
School? Are not the state schools bigger and better? 
Don’t they have more equipment? Don’t they have 
a better rating? What are some of the advantages 
i going to one of our own schools? 


Talk I: Personal Advantages 
I think that there are several advantages in 
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GIVE THROUGH YOUR CHURCH FOR WAR RELIEF! 
Give Through Your Church 


Church channels are ready. They 
see that your gift goes where it 
is needed. Need, not creed, is the 
basis of distribution. 


NZ 


Give Now! 


The future of Christianity is in 
your hands. Your gifts are the 
greatest possible practical tes- 
timony to its value. 
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MAKE USE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO STRENGTHEN THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH 
AND A WORLD'S FAITH IN CHRIST AND CHRISTIAN PEOPLE 


MARCH IS WAR RELIEF MONTH 
Our Goal Is $600,000.00 


COMMITTEE ON War RELIEF & PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Atlanta (3) Georgia 
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going to one of our own church schools that can’t 
be matched in any school. 


First of all, there are the classes. In a big school 
there are so many in the classes that the individual 
does not count for too much. It is all there for 
you, if you get it, all right and if you don’t, all 
right. In our church schools classes are smaller and 
more personal. 


Then, there are the teachers. In a big school the 
professors are there because of what they have in 
their heads and they have little personal contact 
with and interest in the individual student. But in 
our church schools our professors have just as 
much in their heads and more in their hearts, and 
they have a real fellowship with and interest in 
the individual student. Since education comes as 
much from personal contact as from a formal 
process this makes for an experience that can’t be 
duplicated anywhere. 


And of course I must not forget the students. 
Most of our time is spent living with the students. 
These students in our schools come from the best 
of our Presbyterian homes and they are out for a 
Christian education. There are problems present, as 
there always have been when a large group is 
assembled, but by being large the habits and social 
pressure of the students will help maintain a 
Christian life rather than help destroy it. 


Make mine a church school because of the size 
of the classes, the contact with the faculty, and the 
fellowship of the students. 


Talk Il: Scholastic Advantages 


I’ll take the church school scholastically because 
the high Christian purpose of the faculty makes 
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the training more thorough, because the indepen- 
dent status of the school makes for an uncontrolled 
point of view, and because the balance between the 
best of education and the best of Christianity 
makes a balanced experience that we can’t have 
where either is neglected. 


Talk III: Spiritual Advantages 


No one can really be educated unless He knows 
about the Christian way of life, and nobody really 
knows the Christian way of life unless he puts it 
to work. I’ll take a Church school because I'll be 
learning about the Christian way of life in the 
class room, associating with Christians on the 
campus, and having opportunities of Christian 
service constantly presented to me. 


Talk IV: Which Is My College? 


Have the closing talk be a presentation of facts 
about the school or college that your own Synod 
supports. You can get material from them, or 
better get someone who has been there to make 
your talk. 

Closing Prayer 


Close the talks with a special prayer in behalf of 
the colleges of our church, in behalf of the students 
now at work in them, and in behalf of the members 
of our own group that they may be guided aright 
when the time comes for them to decide. 


Hymn 


Close with some hymn concerning guidance or 
learning. You might use some such as “He Leadeth 
Me,” or “I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go.” 


Prayer 


The above material for the talks is just an out- 
line of ideas. The adult advisor will have to guide 
the speakers to material that will put light on the 
ideas used and illustrate them. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








The Week Of Spiritual Enrichment 
March 21-28 


All the women of the Church are called to make 
the Pre-Easter Week a time set apart for God 
and life enrichment. 


Theme for the Week: “The Face Of Jesus 
Christ.”’ 


Theme Verse for the Week: “God who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” 


“Let the beauty of Jesus be seen by me, 
All His wonderful passion and purity; 
O, Thou Spirit Divine, 
All my nature refine 
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.” 


A leaflet with material to guide Bible reading 
and meditation during the days of this week is 
available from the Committee on Woman’s 
Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 














——— 


How We May Enlist Women In 
Bible Classes In Sunday School 


Someone has said that one of the cardinal sins 
of the Twentieth Century is indifference. 


We cannot discount the truth of this statement 
when we acquaint ourselves with the facts and 
figures of Sunday School attendance, particularly 
of adult groups, throughout our beloved Church, 
People, as never before, are seeking the Truth, yet 
how ofttimes we Christian people present the bar. 
rier to their finding, in failing to live up to the 
fundamental principles of our Christian religion, 
The Church and her organized agencies are the 
means of preaching the Truth, but we, her mem. 
bers, are the means of living the Truth, therefore 
we must live each day of our lives with the faith, 
the hope, the love, the courage, the interest in and 
concern for our fellowman that so perfectly char- 
acterized the life of Him whose name we bear. 


The visitation program of our Church is of in- 
estimable value in helping us find people in ouw 
own neighborhood and communities, who, for one 
reason or another, have failed to identify then. 
selves with the Church. From the Visitation Com- 
mittee in our own class we can secure the names 
of people who are our peculiar responsibility. Let 
us seek them also from the visitor’s roll on the 
Sabbath, be constantly on the alert for them in our 
social gatherings, and having found them, tell 
them of the wonderful opportunities for service 
and friendship that are offered through the Church, 
the Sunday School, the Auxiliary, and various 
other departments of the local Church. Invite them 
to come and share the fellowship. If possible dedi- 
cate a day out of the week or month for Church 
and Sunday School visiting. Take a friend with 
you, and visit in their homes. Make plans either to 
call for them and take them to your class or to 
meet them at church on Sunday morning. Give to 
them the glad handclasp of welcome into your 
group. Challenge them with the inspiration from 
the study of God’s word and with the warm and 
sincere fellowship of Christian women banded to- 
gether to study, to serve, and to work in the King- 
dom. Give to them a personal identity, introduce 
them to your friends, include them in your social 
gatherings, pray for them and with them, visit and 
revisit them in their homes. 


Confusion is one of the prevalent conditions in 
our work today. Let it not be so in oyr Sunday 
School and Church organizations. A well-rounded 
program of worship, Bible study, Christian service 
to others and active fellowship will challenge in- 
terest in and support of your activities. Never lose 
sight of the fact that we are part of a Bible study 
group and out of this study of the Word, commu- 
nion with the Holy Spirit in prayer and fellowship 
with Christ, will spring the inspiration to make 
and complete plans and programs of service in His 
name and for His sake. 


Having found and enlisted the women, let us 
give them the happy privilege of working with us. 
Perhaps their particular interest is world missions, 
religious education or work for the orphans; 1f 80, 
give them the opportunity of expressing them- 
selves in service through the channels of your 
class. Take a newcomer with you as you visit other 
newcomers. Keep yourself and the members of 
your group well-informed on the work of your 
Church and her varied activities, remembering that 
the Sunday School is a part of the church program 
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ARE YOUR PIONEERS READY FOR THE NEW CHURCH YEAR? 
PIONEER MANUAL 


The plan of organization for Pioneers in the local Church of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States. 38 pages. Illustrated. 25¢ 


PIONEER TRAILS 


New 1947 Publication of Programs and Activities for Pioneers. (For use 
April 1, 1948, through March 31, 1949). Illustrated $1.75 


SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS 


Pioneer Bible Studies 

(Departmental Graded) .20 
Pioneer Teacher’s Guide 

(For Above Quarterly) .25 


PHPPLOPLLLLS 








TRAILS 
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Intermediate-Senior Uniform Lessons 
(Pupils) 

Earnest Worker (For the Teacher 
Of Above Quarterly) 


Onward: Story Paper for Pioneers. Weekly, in Clubs of Five or More, Per Quarter, each 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond (9) Virginia 





Dallas (1) Texas 
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and was never meant to supersede the purpose of 
the Church. 


Characterize your every activity with deep hu- 
mility and complete sincerity of purpose, seek con- 
stantly the will of the Heavenly Father in your own 
life, relying on Him for guidance to heip you so 
live daily that others whose lives you touch will 
= an unquenchable thirst for Him and His 

ruth. 


“Seek and ye shall find; knock and it shall be 
opened unto you,” is still the true formula for 
finding the Truth for yourself, and having found 
it, we are not at rest until we have given that 
blessed Truth to another. Is there a better or more 
fitting place than your Sunday School Class or was 
there ever such an opportunity or time as now to 
find and share this Truth? 


With a prayer in your heart, a smile on your 
face, go—today, and seek that one whom you 
know or of whom you have heard and invite that 
one to come with you to the Lord’s House and 


share the blessings that He waits to give to His 
own. 


“Therefore said he unto them, The harvest 
truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth laborers into his harvest.” 
Luke 10:2. —Mrs. Polk C Brockman. 


Gospel Tracts Available 


The American Tract Society has available large 
quantities of Gospel tracts and bound volumes suit- 
able for distribution in English-speaking portions 
of the mission field. This literature will be given 
free to recognized Christian organizations, pro- 
vided the recipients will defray shipping costs. Ad- 
dress all correspondence to The American Tract 
Society, Inc., 21 West Forty-sixth Street, New 
York 19, N. Y. 
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YOUTH FOR CHRIST 
INTERNATIONAL 


Chicago, Ill.—“Italy is hungry physically, but 
starving spiritually.” 


That was the report given by Philip and Louis 
Palermo, of Minneapolis, Minn., singing Youth for 
Christ Gospel team which returned on February 18 
from a four-month tour of Italy and Sicily in be- 
half of the Youth for Christ movement. 


The team, traveling by jeep station wagon, con- 
ducted 75 rallies in 125 days during which 1,500 
people accepted Christ as Saviour. They left be- 
hind them 15 organized Youth for Christ rallies, 
with a number of others in the planning stages. 
Key centers of the Italian Youth for Christ work 
are in Rome and Naples. 


A nationwide organization of Italian business 
men was formed to back Youth for Christ, with 
Dr. Lucio Mirabelli named chairman of Italy 
Youth for Christ. 


Converts included at least two priests and one 
monk. One of the priests had for 12 years di- 
rected young people’s work throughout all of Italy 
for the Catholic Church. Another of the priests is 
planning to enroll in a seminary in the United 
States in the fall of 1948. A number of Italian 
delegates will be going to the World Congress in 
Beatenberg, Switzerland, in August. 


Dr. Torrey M. Johnson, President of Youth for 
Christ, joined the team for city-wide rallies in 
Rome and Naples. In the rally at Naples the mayor 
of the city introduced Dr. Johnson. Converted that 
evening was an Italian war bride named Mrs. John- 
son, soon on her way to join her husband in the 
United States. 


The jeep station wagon used was turned over to 
Boris Bessmertny, Director of France Youth for 
Christ, for use in itinerary work there. 
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War Relief In The 


Presbyterian Program 
Of Progress 


By Vernon S. Broyles, Jr.* 


The War Relief Committee of our Assembly 
continues to be carried along by a rising tide of 
interest in ministering to the needs of people 
around the world. These needs are two-fold— 
spiritual and material. Although the material need 
is the one given the most publicity, the need of 
the spirits of men is actually far deeper and more 
urgent. Hope and faith and love and mercy have 
been casualties in this war and in the years that 
have followed the war’s ending. There is a cynical 
distress over everything and everybody in many 
places. It is to this spiritual vacuum that the 
Church speaks as it enters into the field of relief. 
Church World Service, which is the official inter- 
denominational relief agency, is concerned with 
doing everything possible to relieve physical suf- 
fering, but its chief concern is with making Jesus 
Christ Lord and Saviour for those who have been 
hurt in this war. The instruments through which 
this is to be done are the money and the food and 
the clothing and the medicines which go to them 
from Christians in Christ’s name and power. The 
Marshall Plan is necessary but unless it is supple- 
mented by a Christian revival the end results will 
not be those desired. 


The Program of Progress made necessary the re- 
organization of the plans and approach of the War 
Relief Committee. Colonel Roy LeCraw, formerly 
the Director of War Relief, became Director of 
the Program of Progress. The War Relief Com- 
mittee had projected the plan for a year-around 
promotion and solicitation program. This had to be 
abandoned because of the allotment of specific 
time to the various agencies by the Program of 
Progress. The result has been that at a time when 
our people as a whole are most interested and most 
anxious to give to this cause, and at a time when 
the need has been the most desperate, we have 
done even less than last year. 


However, we do believe that with the total em- 
phasis of the Program of Progress, our Easter 
Offering this year will more than compensate for 
any loss incurred up to this time. The War Relief 
Committee has been assured that all the agencies 
of the Church will co-operate with us in making 
this Easter Appeal the most effective possible for 
overseas relief. The need is beyond any descrip- 
tion; not so much the physical need but the need 
to re-establish in a vital way the Churches and 
Christian institutions in Europe and Asia. Unless 
these Churches and Christian institutions are made 
focal points of light and life, everything else done 
will fail. They can be made strong only with our 
help. Under God we are not responsible for the 
results of our witnessing, but we are responsible 
that our witnessing should be clear and definite 
and extensive and that it should be made where 
needed most and in whatever way the need dic- 
tates. 


It is my personal hope that every minister and 
leader of our Church will do whatever he or she 
can to give the people of our denomination an 
opportunity to do what they want to do and what 
we have opportunity to do. Our Christian people 
are going to give to overseas relief; it is simply a 
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question whether their gifts will go through the 
Church and give Christ with the gift, or whether 
they will go through some secular agency and serve 
a temporary physical need. Christian relief is the 
only relief that has permanent results. It is 
earnest hope and prayer that our denomination 
will do its fair share in helping bear the burdens 
of the world. 


*Dr. Broyles is Chairman of Assembly’s Com. 
mittee on War Relief. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


——— 
THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM 


By Emile Calliet. Published by The Fleming H, 
Revel Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. Y. Price $2.50. 


Professor Calliet understands the art of writing, 
He knows how to grip the attention. His style can 
be appreciated by believers or unbelievers, spe- 
cialists or amateurs. 


What is of more importance, one who follows 
Calliet has the feeling that he is in the hands of a 
capable guide who is not going to lead him out 
into sterile confusion. As a matter of fact, this 
volume is called: “An answer to spiritual con- 
fusion among the present generation.” 


Furthermore, Dr. Calliet is interesting because 
he does not pretend to be neutral. He has taken 
sides. He stands on the side of the living Christ. 
He is not afraid to make affirmations. 


This book is the result of the 1946-47 Otts Lec- 
tures given at Davidson College. Since the lectures 
were given to college students, technical terms are 
avoided. 


In a fine chapter on “The Dilemma Of Christian 
Scholarship,” Professor Calliet reminds us that a 
mere mystical experience is not the same thing as 
Christianity by a far cry. In this connection he 
quotes Dr. J. Gresham Machen. In corroboration 
of this statement he says: “Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
wrote: ‘A Gospel independent of history is a con- 
tradiction in terms. The Christian Gospel means, 
not a presentation of what holds has been true, 
but a report of something new—something that 
imparts a totally different aspect to the situation 
of mankind.’ ” 


In the same chapter to which we just referred 
the author eulogizes Calvin’s “Institutes.” He 
points out that most people who criticize Calvin 
have never read the “Institutes.”” He observes that 
Calvin has a section on Predestination only because 
he found it in Scripture. He tells us that Calvin's 
purpose in writing the “Institutes” was “to re 
lease the pure crystal of Biblical truth from the 
common alloy that has been heaped upon it and to 
mount every gem in the restored Scriptural frame- 
work to which it belonged.” 


Dr. Calliet has little patience with persons who 
are “ever learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” We call them “dilettante 
for speculation to them has become an end in it 
self. ‘They lend themselves to all sorts of attitudes 
without surrendering to any cause whatsoever.’ 
He believes that thjs is essentially a cowardly 
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tude and should be condemned. He remarks: “If I 
gense accurately the feelings of our returned vet- 
erans, they have but little patience with this va- 
riety of tight-roped acrobatics, which _ the mere 
academecians of yesteryear seem to consider a pre- 
requisite for the granting of degrees.” He also 
shows us that the average religion program on the 
campus is a compromise and is concerned merely 
with giving students a sense of social responsi- 
bility. As a result: “Such confusion has muffled 
the voice of the Church.” Again he observes: “On 
every side we are faced with the failure to come 
to grips with the central affirmations of the Chris- 
tian faith.” 


To all who are groping for light the Stuart Pro- 
fessor of Christian Philosophy at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary would point them to the Bible. 
With due respect for the conclusions of reverent 
Bible scholarship he affirms: “I for one find myself 
unable to believe that our living God could have at 
all been indifferent to the final formulation and 
presentation of His Word. The fact is, the Bible is 
most specific on this matter of Inspiration.” 


The careful reading of this book should dispel 
many illusions, remove many tensions, and give 
one a true Biblical perspective. The book closes on 
the majestic theme—the Sovereignty of God. 


—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


JESUS CHRIST 
The Same Yesterday - Today & Forever 


By John McNaugher, D.D. Published by Fleming 
H. Revel Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Price $2.50. 


Dr. McNaugher served as president of the 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary for fifty-two years. He 
was esteemed as one of the best Christian thinkers 
in the United Presbyterian Church. He was a 
leader in the best traditions of Protestantism and 
~ recent demise constitutes a loss to the Body of 

rist. 


This volume must be classified under the head of 
Christian Apologetics. Although many belittle and 
disparage a defence of Christian truth it certainly 
has a legitimate place in the life of a virile Church. 
Dr. Abraham Kuyper sensed this when he wrote: 
“The King has cast His Church into-the midst of 
warfare and trouble. He has not permitted it to 
confess His name in an unmanly and indolent man- 
ner, but from age to age He has compelled it to 
defend that confession against error, misunder- 
standing, and hostility. It is only in this warfare 
that it has learned gradually to exhibit every part 
of its glorious inheritance of truth.” Dr. Me- 
Naugher therefore speaks to us as a witness in 
this volume. As a witness his testimony is con- 
vincing. All eight chapters combine to strengthen 
our faith in the truth of Christ’s Deity and work. 


_ One of the outstanding chapters is on the Aton- 
ing work of Jesus Christ. Here the author affirms: 
“The covering fact of Christianity is the Atone- 
ment wrought out for sinful man by Jesus Christ. 
It is rooted in every important type of New Testa- 
ment teaching. No system of Christian truth can 
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be built up except by giving primacy to it... The 
human race was helplessly subject to eternal death 
and condemnation for sin according to the in- 
violable law of God. Divine love and mercy inter- 
vened. Christ Jesus our Lord, the unspeakable Gift 
of God, undertook as a Substitute, a surety for 
offending sinners, to render satisfaction to the law 
and justice of God by bearing our guilt and suffer- 
ing and punishment ... He met His penal respon- 
sibilities, suffering and dying as a propitiatory sac- 
rifice and thus effecting reconciliation between God 
and man. Therefore all who in faith accept Christ 
as their Redeemer escape the just desert of sin, 
are pardoned and saved, this without any merit of 
their own, but solely on the ground of His finished 
righteousness imputed to them.” 


This volume is a work of Christian edification. 
It builds a house for souls in need of shelter from 
the wintry night of unbelief. The house he con- 
structs is erected upon the stones of Christian 
truth which have been tested through the ages. 
Into this house Dr. McNaugher has invited his 
friends. All who enter will be strengthened and 
refreshed. 


Although we are not in agreement with two 
minor points set forth we can conscientiously re- 
commend this book as one being full of luminous 
insights and marked by sound scholarship. 


—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


——@——_. 


LOT’S WIFE AND THE SCIENCE 
OF PHYSICS 


By Harry Rimmer, Sc.D. Published by The Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Rimmer has once more used the key of sci- 
ence to open the door to a fuller understanding of 
the Scriptures. The purpose of the book is to show 
that, so far as can be seen, science proves the 
Bible to be true, rather than casting doubt on the 
infallibility of the word of God. 


The first five chapters of the book deal with the 
supposed conflict between the Bible and science as 
related to the problems of origin, life, the age of 
the earth, and miracles. Dr. Rimmer points out 
that scientists were not present when the earth 
originated, so there are no human witnesses; sci- 
ence is silent and philosophy is inadequate to ex- 
plain the origin of matter, the Earth, life, hu- 
manity, sin or salvation. The only satisfactory an- 
swer to all this is found in the Word of God. 


As to the age of the earth; science cannot prove 
what it says, and the Bible does not say how old 
the earth is. No conflict is possible here, though 
some geologists try to manufacture one. 


In the last chapter of the book Dr. Rimmer deals 
with the occurrence from which the book takes its 
title. He draws on his experience as a lecturer for 
Religious Emphasis Week in a certain university, 
and tells how the problem of accepting this par- 
ticular incident concerning Lot’s wife arose in the 
discussion, and the novel solution of it. All readers 
will enjoy this, 
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This. book will be devoured by all those Chris- 
tians who find it difficult to reconcile the things 
said by scientists with the plain accounts of the 
Bible. This book does not answer all questions, but 
it points toward the answering of a great many. 
Dr. Rimmer’s position is Scriptural, tenable, and 
sensible. —McKinley Weaver. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
























THE GLORY OF THE 
EMPTY TOMB 


By Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. Published by Fle- 
Tito H. Revel Company, New York, N. Y. Price 
1.50. 


Having written on “The Glory Of The Cross” 
and “The Glory Of The Manger,” Dr. Zwemer now 
presents “The Glory Of The Empty Toomb.” These 
three volumes center around the heart of the 
Christian message—the Incarnation, the Cross, and 
the Resurrection. This book is written in the same 
forceful style as the former volumes. Although 
there is a necessity for a polemical note in a work 
on Christian Apologetics, we find a positive mes- 
sage will appeal to thoughtful laymen as well as 
informed ministers. This volume should prove 
helpful at this season of the church year. 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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THE SUGAR CREEK GANG 
GOES NORTH 


By Paul Hutchens. Published by The Van Kam- 
pen Press, Chicago, Ill. Price 75c. 


This is another of those delightful books from 
the pen of an author who has already proven his 
ability to interest those who are under teen-age. 
The children who have already met “The Sugar 
Creek Gang” will enjoy renewing old times, and 
those who are unfamiliar with the antics of the 
“Gang” have a real treat in store for them. 

























There is enough boyish activity in the book to 
interest any small youngster; there is enough mys- 
tery in it to keep him guessing, and the religious 
emphasis in the book is plain enough to turn his 
thoughts in the right direction. Young America 
will surely enjoy this book. —McKinley Weaver. 


AQ 
WILD WINGS 


Illustrated. By Joseph James Murray. Published 
by The John Knox Press. 123 pages. Price $2.50. 












This is a delightful book for young or old, and 
well worth having. “Wild Wings” is another illus- 
tration of the fact that, if a person loves his sub- 
ject enough, he will make others love it too. Whe- 
ther the reader happens to be a bird lover or not 
when he begins this book does not matter; he will 
find himself interested in bird life before many 
pages are passed. Under the pen of this writer 
birds cease to be only animated blobs of color made 
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up of noise and feathers; each bird has a person. 
ality and characteristics which are unique. The 
reader will feel a desire to dust off his field glasses 
and go to the woods to meet his feathered friends, 


This book is so interesting that it is entertaining, 
In his rambles the author covers much of the 
United States and a great deal of Europe, always 
with an eye open for the birds of the country, and 
he takes his readers along. The pictures are bean. 
tiful, and they alone are worth the price of the 
book. Even in discussing the birds mentioned jp 
the Bible you can hear the flutter of “Wild Wings,” 

—McKinley Weaver. 


——@———— 


GOD’S STORY OF MAN’S 
HISTORY 


By Paul R. Alderman, Jr. Published by Our 
Hope Press, 456 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y, 
104 pages. 


This is a book by a layman about the Bible. The 
author’s preface is the best part of the whole book, 
and even it is not all agreeable. In the preface he 
points out the inspiration of the Bible and the cen- 
trality of Christ in it. His mention of ‘rightly di- 
viding the word of truth” prepares one to expect 
—* to follow the outline of the Scofield Bible. 

t does. 


In content the volume takes in the outline of 
the Bible; creation to eternity. The author follows 
Scofield closely in the divisions of the Bible into 
various ages concerned with the testing of man. 
The author, quite naturally, holds the pre- 
millinarian and dispensational views of the end- 
time. —McKinley Weaver. 


——— 


John Young Templeton, M.D. 


At the anniversary of the death of Dr. John 
Young Templeton, our beloved physician and elder, 
approaches, we feel with increasing keenness the 
greatness of our loss, both to the Church and to 
the community. Dr. Templeton wore himself out in 
unselfish and untiring service during the war, do- 
ing the work of two men, hoping that, as he ex- 
pressed it to his pastor, he could “carry on” until 
the emergency was over. After his first breakdown 
he rallied for awhile, resuming part of his duties, 
then, rather suddenly, left us to go to his well- 
earned reward. The Great Physician called for one 
of His noblest servants to “eome and rest.” 

The Session of Centre 
Presbyterian Church, 
Mount Mourne, N. C. 


Wings For The Soul 
God Is Different 


Men love position; 
God loves self-denial. 
Men love display; 
God loves meekness. 
Men love revenge; 
God loves forgiveness. 
Men love to command; 
God loves to serve. 
Men love to outwit and conceal; 
God loves to make plain. 





—Christian Digest. From Reprint in “Missionary — 


Tidings,” October, 1947, 
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